GE ons ns 4 
1 ERTIES „„ 


cats cate 5 4 hk. td 4 * 


93 
= 


1 recal to my mind ſuch woeful events. I 
3 could not proceed with the picture, ſo drew 
the curtain. All that is neceſſary to my nar- 
ration ſhall now be reſumed. 
vol. III. 5 oh 3 
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IRISH HEIRESS. 


CHAP. I. 


TOBODY can wonder that I concluded 
my laſt chapter precipitately ; in truth 
I have been very ill ſince I attempted to 


— 
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I diſmiſſed my loquacious attendant, that, 
left by myſelf, I might endeavour to attain 


a compoſure of mind, ſuch. as would enable 


5 me to, fulfil the heavy taſk allotted for me. 


My imperfe& devotions were not the leaſt 
of my mental reſources. How valuable to 


the afflicted is a ſincere belief in religion! I 


felt ſtrengthened and encouraged towards 
midnight, and believe I might have obtained 
that kind of reſt which fteals upon the weary 
and wretched, only for watching my babe, 
who was ſleeping in my arms, and who I 


| would not allow the nurſe to take from me. 


I. was grieving at his pallid cheeks; though 


I thought his death would be a bleſſing to 
himſelf, and to me a releaſe, by cutting the 
laſt thread, which tied me to this life. 


Suddenly I heard my door open. I would 
have raiſed my head, but weakneſs pre- 
vented me; a haſty footſtep croſſed my 
chamber; it was like the tread of a man. I 


caught a glimpſe of his figure ;—it was a man, 


Zit was Charles. Had I been able, 1 ſhould 
is have 


\ 
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kave cried out with joy, and ſurpriſe. He 
begged that I would not make a noiſe; he 
was come to tell me news that was impor- 


tant, news to be kept ſecret, © as,” ſaid he, 


« your huſband's only hope of leaving France, 
or indeed of living, is to be unknown until 
his wounds are dreſſed,” 

« Ah!” faid I, © then he is alive, and all 
my ſorrows are fled ; where and how is he?“ 

« He is at, my brother's houſe, in a gra- 
nary, which 1s made as comfortable as the 
ſtate of affairs will admit of. His wounds not 
alarming; he has loſt much blood, but that 


is not very diſadvantageous, as it prevents, 


in all probability, a fever. I attend him; we 
dare not call in a ſurgeon.” 
« Tell me now,” ſaid I, “how he has 
been brought into ſo frightful a condition?“ 
* His ardent raſh ſpirit has brought him 
into it; but the ſtory will be tedious to you 
now, your own health is precarious—[thought 
it beſt to tell you that you are not a widow. 
_ Take this, compoſing draught, and in the 


B 2 morning 
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morning I will attend you, and relate every 
particular.“ 1 

I agreed to reſtrain my impatience; and, 
aſter returning fervent thanks to Providence, 


took my potion. The good prieſt departed, 


and I ſlept beſide my infant. 
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CHAP, 11. 


T was late next morning before I awoke. 
My firſt inquiry was for Charles, who 
waited in my anti- chamber. 


te Now,“ ſaid I, when he entered, “ my 
ſtrength is renewed, my ſpirits calmed'; I can 
hear _y thing.” 


He then went into a detail of the :dread- 
ful events of the tenth of Auguſt; which 1 
-ſhall not recapitulate, only as fir as related 
B 3 | to 
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o Connor; for all my readers : are acquainted 


with them, 


| Car firſt intention upon going into 
the ſtreet, was to inform himſelf what was the 
cauſe of ſuch an aſtoniſhing alarm; he heard 


enough to know, that the K ing and the Royal 


Family were in the utmoſt danger. Imme- 
diately he ran back for his ſword and piſtols ;. 
and, forgetting me in his ardour, ruſhed, out 
of the houſe. He was frequently ſtopped in 


his way to the Thuilleries; but, upon diſco- 


vering himſelf to be an Iriſhman, WAS al- 
d to go on. * 


7 He fell in with one detachment: of the 


Gardes Nationales, who inſiſted upon his. 
calling out, Vive la Nation, but he would 


only ſay, vive le Roi! (he has ſince applauded 
his moderation in not repeating what was in. 
bis mind, -u the nation!) which loyal ex- 


_ preſſion, though it did not pleaſe them, as. 


yet had nat been denominated leze nation; ſo 


* was allowed to 4 ain en $1699 
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Aſter ſome difficulties he got into the 
court; but it was in company with the Mar- 


ſeillois: every word he heard, made him trem- 


ble with anxiety for the Royal family, and 
rage againſt the rebels; —he would have at- 
tempted to mount the ſtaircaſe, but the dan- 


ger deterred even him, as the Swiſs, from the 


top of the landing- place, urged by the laws 
of ſelf preſervation, had began to fire; and 
he dreaded, that if a ſnot ſnould unfortunately 
reach him, it would be thought that he took 


part with the aſſailants. 


The fact was, that before the King took 
refuge with his unfortunate family, and his 


reluctant conſort, in the National Aſſembly, 


he left orders that the Swiſs. ſhould not fire. 


Thoſe about him, who ſaw the Queen's wiſhes 


were quite contrary to thoſe orders, and 
more coinciding with their own inclinations, 
carried a different. meſſage, and the Swiſs 
were told to fire; which, had they kept up 
ſteadily, the fate of the day, woulqdn all pre+ 


bability not have been what it was, 
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An old ſervant of the King, who had 


heard his directions, was aſtoniſhed at the 


fire, and ran out, exclaiming, . Ventre bleu, 
Maſſieurs, what are you about? the King, our 
maſter, ſaid, you ſhould not fire, and he is 
in He: National Aſſembly.” 


An vidifottinate confulion enſued ; the trai- 
tors took the advantage, and, though before 


talking of retreat, now ruſhed upon the brave 


f-llows, who, thus confounded, knew not 
what ſtep to take, and were maſſacred, Con- 
nor flew to animate them; and, had they been 


in an unconfined ſituation, they would at leaſt 
have ſold their lives dear: but, being at once 
preſſed upon by ſuch multitudes, it was im- 


poſſible to regain the advantage, and my huſ- 


band was wounded and fell while endeavour- 


ing to ſuccour a brave man ſurrounded by 


a party of national villains. 


The prints of thoſe days were filled with 
admiration and praiſe of the honeſty and 
bonne foi of the . True, they did not 

dare 
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dare to ſteal the regalia; for the robbers at 
the head of affairs obliged the National 
Guards to do ſummary juſtice on the ſpot if 
any petty rogue attempted ſuch great plunder ; 


but they took no notice of their ripping the 


dead and dying indiſcriminately. e 


Charles, our faithful prieſt, followed Con- 
nor, but at a ſafe diſtance; and when the car- 
nage was over, ſought him every where: he 
concluded that he was either impriſoned or 
killed, and began his ſearch in the palace of 


horror, where the groans and ſtruggles of the 
dying, and the rapacious cruelty of the living, 


formed a moſt dreadful picture, — ſo dreadful 
indeed to a human creature, that he often 
turned away. Sickened and grieved to be- 


hold ſo much miſery, without the power of 


alleviating any part of it, nought but his 
gratitude could have ſupported him in the 


anxious ſearch. At laſt, he ſaw the object of 


his ſolicitude; but, alas! in what a fituation! 


FE. Two 
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Two harpies, in the dreſs of women; af- 
ſiſted by a boy of about twelve years old, 
were turning about the body, and ſtripping 
it of every thing. Charles cried out, © Stop, 
he is an Engliſhman!' M importe, was the 
anſwer, and they continued their horrid work 
until by entreaties, and paying all the money 
he had about him, he prevailed ſo far as to 
prevent their taking his ſhirt and drawers. 
Their booty was not trifling, as Connor had 
with him à gold watch, and a locket ſet with 
brilliant, which encloſed a lock of my hair, n 
beſides a purſe pretty well filled. 


In vain did the good father beg for hea- 
ven's fake ſome of the wretches to aſſiſt in 
bearing away the body: not one would leave 
their plunder. He effected it himſelf ſo far 
as to get from the throng ; he then laid it 
down, being unable to ſupport it farther, and 
unwilling to quit the beloved remains (know- 
ing that even the ſhirt he had redeemed 
would be torn. from. them) he determined to 

6 watch 
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watch all night, which \ was now ny aÞ- 
en | 


He laid his hand upon the heart, and 


thought it was warm; he kept it there a little 


longer, and felt a fluttering. A hope aroſe in 
the prieſt's breaſt, He took off his own ſhirt. 
and bound up the wounds, got water: from 
jet d eau, ſprinkled my huſband's face, and 


rubbed his temples, until manifeſt ſigns of 


life appeared; which gave ſuch animations to 
Charles, that he once more raiſed him up, 


and got out of thoſe fatal gardens. 


He ſoon met a man with a kind of covered 
cart, whom he prevailed upon to take them 
up; and thinking home too great a diſtance 
in the preſent critical condition of his patient, 
went to his brother's. houſe, by a back way, 


of which he had a key; there he was 


quickly provided with a bed, and by proper 
management my huſband was reſtored to 


3 


B 6 Tremaville 
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T remaville, who was the brother of our 


_ good prieſt, after ordering that all care ſhould 


be taken of Connor, went out; he did not 


return till next morning, and then expreſſed 
much fear both for the ſafety of Connor and 
his own; he faid it was publicly known that 


my huſband had fought againſt the nation, 


beſides uttering ſeditious and treaſonable in- 

vectives, and that he was to be denounced 
(if found alive) as one of thoſe who calum- 
niated the French nation, with a view of ſet- 
ting the Engliſh againſt their cauſe ; he ad- 


ded, that in gratitude for the protection ſo 


long ſhewn his brother, he would not give 


up his gueſt, but implored of him never to 
reveal by any 8 his aſylum, 


This was in proper time repeated to Con- 


nor, who was now quite ſenſible; but in a 


ſtate of weakneſs bordering upon death, which 


rendered him quite tractable. In the courſe 


of the day he was liſted, upon his bed, into a 


kind of granary, to avoid the obſervations of 


the 
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the ſervants, who were not permitted to go 
there. Charles never quited him, unleſs to 
get any thing abſolutely neceſſary, for two 
days. At laſt, urged by Connor, he returned 
to our hotel, to revive me with his intelli- 
gence. Pe 5 


ors . - 
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CHAP. III. 


FF F OUND myſelf the better for exertion: 

- —even got up, and was dreſſed. My little 
Gerald recovered; and every night I went in 
a fiacre the back way to Mr. Tremaville's, 
to ſee my huſband, take him ſuch things as 
were proper, and ſooth his mind to acquieſ- 
cence in his preſent obſcurity; for Tremaville. 
_ urged his danger as ſo exquiſite, if diſcover- 
ed, that I almoſt thought his wounds fortu- 
nate, knowing, that in full health, Connor 
would not be concealed. 
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T often hazarded taking little Gerald with 


me, to the great delight of his father. Very 


early in the morning I returned to our hotel, 


put myſelf to bed, and hoped that all was un- 


diſcovered. Tremaville wanted me to put 
on weeds, but I agreed with Connor, that de- 
ception would not be proper. If a report 
was Current of his. death, we need not con- 
fute it until we pleaſed ; but, to do any thing 
ourſelves to make it believed, might only 
bring on worſe perils, as-it would argue cauſe 
for deceit; I only wiſhed to keep him quiet 
until Lord G——'s. departure, in whoſe ſuite 
we propoſed returning to England. 


One day, as I was anſwering a billet from 
Tremaville, my maid ran into the room with 
my child; ſhe threw the ſweet boy upon a. 


ſola, and fell at my feet. 


«Oh! Madam,” faid ſhe, © they are 
come! they are come!” 


Her 
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Her fright, and the cries of my IO 
made'me expect ſomething horrible ; and what 
could it be, but that the Municipality had 
diſcovered Connor, and would perhaps im- 
priſon me too ;—ſuch things having been 
pretty frequent ſince the tenth of the month; 
ſo I took my babe in my arms, and fat down 
to tie on his little har, that he might be ready 
to accompany me. . 

The people entered with more civility 
than I expected. I made an inclination of my 
head, and demanded what they would have. 


« Madames, permiſſion to ſearch for con- 
cealed arms.” | 


What a relief the anſwer gave to me! T1 
ſaid, certainly; but begged to know why they 
ſhould 88 me E-2 having any, 


Oh!“ they 1 « they did not ſuſ- 
pect la belle Anglaiſe, but it was a form; they 
8 were 
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were appointed by the Committee of Sur- 


veillance to pay domiciliary viſits.” 


They then proceeded on their kind inten- 
tions; but did not take away any of our piſ- 
tols or ſwords. | 


T have thought ſince, that theſe viſits, under 
pretence of ſearching for concealed arms, 
were rather intended as inſpecttons for other 
more valuable articles, in order that the 
mountain might know where to plunder, and 
what to lay their hands on firſt, I know 
they examined every place very narrowly, 
excepting: once cheſt of drawers, which I aſ- 
ſured them contained only my linen, 


. When I related the circumſtance to Con- 
nor atnight, he vowed he would return home 
and protect me from fears of every kind; 
but I ſtill begged him to wait, as in three 
days more the Ambaſſador was to ſet out, 
and my fears of his being ſtopped had been 


ſo great, that I had put off making any appli- 


Cation 
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cation. nad now, for leave to go in his ſuite, 
leſt our name ſhould tranſpire. 


Next day I waited on the ſecretary to the 
embaſſy and explained. our ſituation, He 


| blamed Connor's conduct very much; but 
aſſured us of protection and paſſports, as it 


was that day the Ambaſſador was to apply 
for what were wanting, 


I returned with alacrity to pack up my 
baggage, intending likewiſe to dedicate the 
evening to gratitude and Lady Anne, if ſhe 
would receive me; if not, I determined to 
write her a letter of thanks for all her former 
goodneſs to me. I faid alacrity, but not joy. 
Alas! no: that died with my father, and every 
inſtant my mind. would. dwell upon. the idea, 
how happy ſhould I have been. in returning, 


engnged i in. 


a5}-nor When 


was it to behold him—then ſighs and tears— 
and then I would return to the bulineſs I was 
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When I was going to fit down to dinner, 


| Fanchon, my ci-devant ſervant, ruſhed into 


my apartment, and begged of me to go with 
her n 


« For what?” faid J. 

« Oh!” en ſhe, © come to ſee your 
huſband,” 

ce Why?” ſaid I alarmed, ** «© what do you 


| know about him?” 


A great deal; and to prove it, learn that 
Monſieur Tremaville, and Charles, your ſer- 


vant, had formed a plan to betray him; which 


Monſieur finding out, eſcaped to a houſe in 


which I lodge, in la Rue *: he has ſent 
me ina fiacre that you may return in it with- 
out obſervation, and wiſhes to conſult with 
you about ſome very important affairs,” 


Luckily L had ſent the child's maid out 


to purchaſe ſome trifling article. The little 
Gerald was then ſleeping in the cradle; but, as 
I knelt down and kiſſed him, he awoke, and J. 
took him up to ſuckle. Fanchon ſeemed fo: 


agitated. 
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agitated by the delay, that, in order to fave 
time, I went down, got into the fiacre, the 


Precious babe in my arms; Fanchon follow- 
ed, and we drove 7 HE OW 


1 aſked her numberleſs queſtions, but I 


found her anſwers odd and unſatisfactory; 
and, beſides, I diſcovered we had got into a 
part of Paris to which I was a ſtranger. Then 
1 apprehended treachery ; and, looking ſtea- 
dily at her, aſked for the truth, She had 
the effrontery to laugh. | 


6 Why, indeed,” ſaid ſhe inſultingly, * the 


truth is, that you are ſafe enough, and going 


to the Maiſon de la force, We did not like to 
take you by violence out of your Hotel, 


Madame being une Anglaiſe, and Tremaville 


thought that the farce was carried on long 


enough. We did intend to have taken you 
yeſterday, and it is a pity we did not, as it 
would have faved you the trouble of going to 
the Ambaſſador's; but an accident prevented 


W hen 
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When I found that Fremaville was in 
| concert. with this creature, I gave up all hope 
of ſafety ; but how could I ſuſpect that Charles, 
who had ſaved his Maſter's life, ſhould thus 
turn againſt him? Yet, could I ſuppoſe it 
otherwiſe, eſpecially, when ſhe added, 


ce Charles has, by this time, waited upon 
the Secretary, to acquaint him, that Mon- 
fieur Connor 1s very well where he 15, and 
means to ſtay in France to ſettle certain at- 
fairs that will require ſome time.“ | 


She ſeemed fo proud of her wickedneſs, 
that it was quite terrible to liften to her. 


« You ſee, ſhe reſumed, * entruſt you 
without ſcruple; truly, I am not much afraid 
that you will ever betray me.“ 

« What is to be my fate?” I exclaimed, 
«or rather, waat will oe the fate of this little 
uniortunate 2”? 


e Why not demand, what is your crime, 


Madame 225 


« Becauſe,” 
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ce Becauſe,” anſwered I, I know dec; is 


none; I deteſt crimes: and, beſides, there 


is no juſtice now in France, — innocence 
bleeds, while guilt ſtalks triumphant. But, 
which of the demagogues have I offended?” 
A very great man, and good citizen; 
did you not refuſe yourſelf to the embraces 
of D— O—? You were too nice: beſides 
it was ariſtocratic to make a monopoly of 
your charms to one perſon— 1 never did ſo 
but it is likely you may yet have the re- 


jected opportunity; for he is a man who 


never gives up a point, even when he ap- 
pears to forget it; and 1 need not adviſe you 


to be a little civil.“ 


« Can I be civil, who expratics to you 
my abhorrence of crimes? That abhorrence 
is equally great tothoſe, who delight in them. 
Am I, for this, to be ſevered from my help- 


leſs babe; or, is he to die with me?“ 


if Perhaps ſo!” ſaid ſhe. \ 
e And is the father, too, involved? ?” cried | 
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ee Oh! for that, he has crimes enough of 
his own, he is guilty of /eze nation.” 


I faw all the horror of my fate, and was 
now, in my turn, ſilent ; fas I could not ex- 
pect any ſervice from her, and was above 
ſhewing all my agonized feelings to one who 
took a manifeſt delight in exciting them, 


I now felt indeed the tormenting anxiety a 
mother, and no one but a mother can expe- 
rience ; and inwardly prayed, that if I was to 
be thus dreadfully cut off, my babe might, 
in the ſame manner, eſcape the evil of being 


left, without parents, in the hands of thoſe 


worſe than ſavages. 


Conceive my ſituation when thruſt into the 


| Maiſon de la force, with this precious burthen 
in my arms, and locked up for four hours in 


a room, which had not any kind of furniture; 
nor did I ſee any attendant until it was near 
dank, Al I ſhould have demanded was a little 

a food 
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food for poor Gerald, who, being uſed to it, 


at certain hours cried very much. I did all 


I could for him, ſitting on the ground, with 
an aching heart, and cheriſhing him in my 


boſom—At laſt he ſunk to ſleep. 
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CHAP. IV. 1 


HE keeper at length preſented himſelf 

Z before me with ſome ſtraw, for a bed, 

4 £ making an apology, that there had been ſo 

many arrivals ſince the tenth, that they obli- 

ged the priſoners to provide beds for them- 
Fives, 5 


- 


= But,” ſaid he, 2 Madame is not allowed 
3 per miſſion.“ 


92208 


He 
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r. I ordered only bread and milk, intend- 


ing it for my child; however, I was not 
ſorry when I ſaw a chicken, recollecting, that 
for his ſake I muſt not negle& myſelf; that 
I had my huſband's honor in my keeping, 
and my own to affert, that my child's life 
depended now upon my exertions, and I | 
prayed that they might not be wanting. 


With all theſe conſiderations in my head, 
I ate part of the chicken; the keeper brought _ 
me likewiſe ſome bread and milk; methought 
I read compaſſion in his looks, as he locked me 
up for the night truſt me, there was cauſe 
enough for it I he room felt damp and cold 
notwithſtanding the time of year; I took off 
5 part of my clothes to wrap about my child; 
I then ſeated myſelf upon the ſtraw, with my 
back againſt the wall, my Gerald in my arms; 
and there did the heireſs to three thouſand 
a year ſpend the night—not for _ me; 5 
but merely the want of 01 oe. n Un 
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I. chought on Connor, and felt much for 

Z what he would ſuffer upon finding that I was 

I taken away; but the chief current of my 

8 thoughts ran towards my babe, and my great- 
eſt ſupport was in the religious education I 

* had received from father O'Callaghan ; it 

Voas only that which now enabled me to en- 
# dure my own life, and ſpare my child's; 

i amidſt the horrors of my priſon; I could 
even have ſlept, had my bed been more con- 

4 genial; for, after pouring out my ſoul in 

prayer, I felt compoſed ; but, being accuſ- 

4 tomed to fine linen, ſilk curtains, and down 
1 beds, it requires habit at leaſt to be eaſy upon 
na wiſp of ſtraw, ſurrounded only with damp 

walls, and odious vermine ; the monſter, too, 

i that brought me there, was inſtigated by what 

vicious men call love, and what might enſue, 
q too violently en me for repoſe. 


PE 


tA 


1 However, the night paſſed, and 1 was not 
1 yet worn out; for I had my child in my arms, 
1 and conſcious virtue for my ben 


C2 As 


28 THE IRISH HEIRESS, 


As I had not been able to fleep, the break 


of day was a cordial to me. I gently laid 


my infant, who ſtill flept, upon the ſtraw, 


while I aroſe, though very cold, to examine 


my apartment, in which there., was no great 


variety, being quite unfurniſhed ; and, for 


the window, it was ſo high that I could not 


ſee from it any thing, except a part of the 


ſky, but that was cheering, and I ſtood ga- 


zing until my Gerald's waking called me to 


new cares. Poor little fellow! I then thought 
it a misfortune that I could not change his 


clothes, nor had any convenience for waſhing 


him. 


I have ſince ſeen what trifles they were, 


in compariſon with what thoulands g0 through 


for life. 


] became now his only nurſe, and it is in- 


conceivable how well neceſſity, by a little 
exertion, anſwers the ſame end as experience. 


I had not any in the management of an in- 4 


fant, having never been in the ſame houſe 
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where any lived, until my own ſaw the light ; 
and for him, of courſe, I had an attendant, 

4 on whom [ relied for doing every thing that 

was proper, which to me appeared a perfect 

ten, for I was content to give him ſuck 

1 1 and play with him when in a good humour. 


— 


„ Sts. 4 : 
5 — 3 
"wy ee 5 
. Ne 


e I now plucked up courage, and 
are, him, ſpread out his clothes, and at- 
ter rubbing his limbs for half an hour, put 
| chem on again, — but not in half an hour, it 
1 vas an undertaking which employed me for 
a five times that ſpace. All the while I was 
1 © detained in the Maiſen de la force, I purſued. 
the fame method each morning, with the ad- 
dition of waſhing him, as I Can I was al- 
© lowed a ſmall ber! of water. 


1 
1 
Ee. 


Aſter 8 a whole day in my pri- 
ſon unmoleſted, I began to hope, that 
3 Nate an Engliſh ſubject I was ſtill likely to 
9 | regain my liberty ; that, ſurely ſome inqui- 
JF ries would be made; the more I reflected, 
the ſtronger were my hopes. The quiet I 

| | was 


vas left in argued, I thought, the fear of my 


perſecutors bur, when Dy after day rolled 


on, one week paſſed t another then 
indeed my heart ſank, ad I felt as if de- 


ſerted by all the world. As for Connor, I 


thought that ſome dreadful vengeance had 
fallen upon him ; from the goaler I could 
not learn any thing, as he would only ſpeak 


upon what related to my few accommoda- 


tions: and thus, in dead filence, paſſed the 
oreater part of my fad time, fave when 
broken by the cries of my little Gerald. 


CHAP. 


- 
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3 
. : 


PILE CHAP, v. 


IT" firſt of September my apartment 
was opened, and D— O— him- 
| elf appeared before me. I had exchanged 
the clothes I had on at my entrance for ſome 
others my keeper had procured; that were 
warm but clean, and certainly better adapted 
to my ſituation, than a fine muſlin chemiſe 
richly laced. 


= D=— 8 gazed at me with attention. 
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e What, handſome till Nay, if poſſible, 
more beauteous in this humble garb! You 
are in the very ſtyle I admire, and I will en- A 
deavour to love you yet, if you will only be 
_ ful.” E 
1 iir to parley with the wretch, and 2 
took to my only ſolace, hugging my babe, 
which I then did involuntarily, The ſpiteful 
D— O— told me, that ſince I would not 
yield to gentleneſs, ſuperlative French gen- 
tleneſs, a ſtraw bed and a priſon; my pu- 
niſhment ſhould be ſevere. 


1181 will puniſh you in every vein that 
runs into your heart, faid he; “in your 

huſband, in your child; and at laſt I will poſ- 
eſs myſelf of that perſon you prize ſo much, 
and then your death is ſealed.“ 


1 ſhrieked when he mentioned my child, 
which only ſeemed to give him a ſavage joy; 
he faid it ſhould be the firſt victim to my | 
virtue, with a ſneer; but, no doubt, you will 

| call 
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call it martyrdom. He then endeayoured to 
X ſnatch him from me, but my reſiſtance was 


ſo vehement as to retard his deſign, though 


II knew it mult be unayailing; for what were 


my ſtruggles, made too with a fear of hurt- 


ing my child, in compariſon to the ruffian 


attempt of one, whoſe aim was to torture us 
both? But it was impulſe, it was inſtinct, 


A or, ſhall I call it inſpiration ; for, juſt as I was 
3 compelled to quit my hold the door opened 
XZ again, and S—;, fo well known, walked in 
3 | haſtily. he = 


« What ate you about?” aid he to D— 


0, < wait until to-morrow, for ſuch non- 


$ kaſ as this—devil choke the brat for ſquall- 


x And the beaſt actually put his wicked pa ws 
to my poor child's throat, and would have 


then ended his days, only my ſcreaming ap- 


X peared a ſtill more frightful interruption to 
their converſation, which I muſt confeſs was 
not about trifles. 

C 5 461 
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1 


0 T have been hunting for you at | the 
Palace,” faid S—, * at was told you had 
left it with a view to mark thoſe who are 
to die on your own private account. As to 
national affairs, we all know who are to go. ; 
But as I am to fir as judge to-morrow, l want 
to know who is to live, and here, i in a mo- 
ment of ſuch conſequence I find you dally- | 
ing with e a woman and her child. The exe- 2 
cutioners too refuſe to act, unleſs you pay N 
them down to night. I told them they might | 
rely upon your behaving generouſly, when 
the buſineis was done: — but no, they ſeem to 
think you would be more likely to hire others 
again, with freſh promiſes, and put them out 
of the way in the ſame manner: then two | 
of the Aſſembly refuſe to countenance the 
affair, even after it ſhall be concluded upon. 
Madame Roland has heard ſomething of 
it, and has ſent in her dearey's name to San- | 
terre, to demand National guards; but we 3 


14 


are pretty ſecure of him. Barrere wavers. 
Louver thinks 1 we mean to have you for King. \ 


ia 3 


# 


A faid 5 8 coolly ; ; « this female citizen is 
one; ſhe might have lived a little longer only 
8 for her impertinence; at all events I meant 
to Ladiner with her a little to night; but other 
affairs are preſſing, ſo to morrow let her be the 
next after Lamballe; and, upon ſeeing their 
heads, will I fix my hopes of favor from ſuch 
2 chaſte ladies. Come, 5 
about this matter elſewhere.” 


„we muſt talk 


* 4 8J 


Again I was left in a ſtate, how horrible! = 
Though my doom was fixed, what was to be 
| the child's? — Nothing but my reliance an 
Providence prevented my putting an end to 
hhlis life; thinking it a motherly act to Exempt 
him from the miſeries that ſcemed to im- 
pend over us both. Inſtead of that, 1 gaye 
bim his accuſtomed ſupper, and putting n 
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In ſhort, we are at neck or nothing and here 
2 what are you doing? traced you to Lam- 
pballe- s room firſt, and now he re; pordleu , 
* . until to- morrow for women! pe” Ty 
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to ſleep upon the ſtraw, ſet about preparing f 
ny for my threatened e 5 


34 cannot pretend to $a that, independent ; 
of others, I felt no regrets at my own death 4 
approaching, fo ſudden—ſo violent—fo un- 
deſerved. I could have ſpent the night in 
tears and uſeleſs lamentation ; but my inward 
monitor checked that courſe, and turned 
my whole endeavours towards that great 
end we are all deſirous to accompliſh ; and 
I, with the utmoſt fervor, paſt many hours 
at my devotions; after which, if I did not feel 
happy, at leaſt I was not miſerable. I even, 
when ſo worn out with fatigue as to be oblt- 
ged to lie down, fell into a profound ſleep, | 
which laſted till about ſix next morning, ; 
—when I was rouſed by the moſt dread- 
„ful noiſe that I had ever heard; the cannon 
was fired, the tocſin rung; but, much the 
| moſt. horrible ſounds are thoſe which iſſue 


from human lungs, when dictated by malice, 
and crueky, 


Such 


Tux IRISH HEIRESS, 37 


| 4 Such were the howlings that diſmayed, and 


almoſt took away my recollection; they were 
ſoon accompanied by bitter groans, as of 


people dying in agony, and ſcreams of others, 
as if terrified ; thoſe of women reſounded 
moſt dreadfully. In this manner ſome more 


hours rolled on. I wondered and feared when 
it would be my turn; but when my door 
opened, and I was laid hold on by two ruf-— 
fians, the ſhock overcame me, and I fainted 
away. | 


It was not long before I revived, and 
looked, with aſtoniſhment, at one of the men, 


who was chaffing my temples with aſſiduity; 


but, alas! thought J, it is not for any good this 


is done. I ſprung to my Gerald, and, hold- 
ing him faſt, ſaid that I was ready. 


The men conſulted ſome time ſoftly, but 
with much agitation ; as I thought, about the 
diſpoſal of my child. I, mean while, ftrove 
to collect my thoughts ſo as to act in the 


beſt manner for him; my own life there 


ſeemed 


— 
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ſedmed no probability of ſaving a but might 
I not throw myſelf at their feet, and implore 
them to conceal him? Still I reſtrained my- 


ſelf, with the idea of the preference I ought 


wo' give to hi deah, than. mercy -pr- | 
ſerve a wretched and wicked life, as I muſt | 
ſuppoſe would be the conſequence of giving 


. up to ruffians. 


Th ey a me again, and led | me 
out of the apartment, which I had ſo un- 


- willingly entered, but would now have gladly 
remained in. Knowing, however, that I muſt 
| obey, and that, the leſs delay I made, the 


fewer would be my torments, I walked on 
with as much fortitude as I could collect, 


until we came into one of the courts, when 
my eyes were aſſailed with ſuch objects a8 
J never ſhall n 


f i. 


big my FI dis the body of a young no- 
x Sas I had often ſeen, his throat cut, and 
numberleſs wounds in his body. I ſcreamed 
and cloſed my eyes, but was obliged to open 


them 


them to avoid treading on the headleſs OR. 
| 1 fe a woman. 


+ 1 
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M conductors appeared to n as 
I concluded, with ſavage eagerneſs to de- 


ſtroy me; but I found that we were to be 
brought to a mock tribunal before the blow 


could be given, and the place was fo crowded 


* we could not get in; fol was forced to ſtand 


along with them ſome diſtance from the door. 


4 To my ſurpriſe, my conductors rather made 
4 way for others, than puſhed in themſelves; 
and, Oh! reader, you would hardly believe 


the inhuman haſte that was made to ſhed 
blood, the moment the victims were diſ- 
maſſed by the "Jager. 


I faw a venerable old lady, 8 a lite 
with years, but more from forrow—1 faw her 
juſt paſſing the threſhold of that dreadful 
door, when one of her executioners, with a 
violent blow, felled: her to the earth; and, 
aſſiſted by another, dragged her away, to 
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finiſh the murder more deliberately. IL. 
the head of Madame Lamballe ſtreaming 


with blood; but the face was waſhed, the eyes 
glaring, and the hair dreſſed, by the ſavages 


who murdered her; it was on a pike, raiſed 


high, and the ſight occaſioned horrid yells of 
laughter; the blood fell upon me, ] ſhuddered 
but a crowd followed this horrid ſight, and 
my conductors then ſeized each one of my 
arms ; and along with this crowd—along with 
this head—along with theſe leaders, I found 
myſelf on the outſide of the walls which en- 
cloſe the Maiſon de la force. 


I was now ſo ſurpriſed as not to know, or 
believe, that I really was lifted into a fiacre 
waiting at a little diſtance ; and, when I heard 
the voice firſt of my huſband, and next of 
Charles, I patted my eyes to try if I was 
not aſleep. Indeed, I was not quite in my 
ſenſes. I gazed wildly about me, for ſome 
time, unknowing my ſituation, but wiſh- 
ing to recollect it, and wondering how the 


5 two aſſaſſins could look and ſpeak ſo like 
| Connor 
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Connor and Charles; for as to their being 
i really thoſe perſons, was, [ thought, an im- 
A poſibility. 


= They gave me ſome drops that had Abe 
1 procured, to be ready for ſuch an emer- 
gency, and rubbed my hands and temples; 
*Z while my anxious Connor tried to ſooth me, 
in his manner, curſing thoſe who had brought 
XZ me into ſuch a ſtate, and himſelf, for keep- 
ing me in the Kingdom; until at laſt a flood 
qv of tears relieved me; and, as ſoon as I knew 


my huſband, I threw myſelf into his arms, 
and endeayourcd to expreſs my joy at ſeeing 


him, whom I thought dead, bleſſing the day 


that ſaw my little Gerald reſtored to both 
his parents, 


Juſt as I was going to aſk how theſe things 
had turned our ſo fortunately, the facre 
A ſtopped at our Hotel: we went in, bur the 
3 deſolation we beheld almoſt made us diſtruſt 
our ſenſes the ſervants were fled, and there 
Was 
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for him, and he came along with the meſ- 1 
ſenger. He was much aſtoniſhed at ſeeing | 
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to be dead ſince the tenth of Auguſt; and 
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| A. went out, as every body thought only 


demanded, in Madame's name, her caſket | 
of jew-ls, as there was a good opportunity | 
offered of ſending them to England, which 


going away, but ſhe only went to the door ; 
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was only an old woman in the houſe, whom | ; 
our EC had ſent to keep it aired, — | 


© Ks he. lived at no r we ſent / 
us, for, as he told us, Mr. Connor was thought | : 


Madame, it was reporte, had gone _ ; 
with 1 Ambaſſador's ſervants. 1 


4 Tbe eovaitg,” added be, « that Ma- 


g 


for an airing, or for a little buſineſs, that very 
evening Fanchon returned to the houſe, and 


was by no means to be delayed; your maid | 
refuſed to give them up without a written | [ 
order; upon that they thought Fanchon was 


and beckoned ſome citizens, who were evi- 
dentty waiting for her, and who had an order 
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Fo pay a domicili ry viſt. Monſieur Tre- 
maville was with them; ſo was Charles, your 
wn domeſtic, Charles, was with them; but 
F ſee he is now with you, ſo ! 1 8 did 
hat was right.“ 
1 « Well, as I was obſerving, thi citizens 
Þ produced an order from the Municipality, 
== that every thing belonging to Te- 
Fence Connor, was in requiſition for the uſe 
pe the Republic, as the ſaid Connor had fallen 
4 pn the tenth of Auguſt, fighting againſt the 
1 Majeſty of the People. You, Madame, 
3 were named in it rather dif reſpectfully, as 
N I piding and abetting the ſaid Connor, and like- 
[ 1 viſe being very bad otherwiſe; but that is 
4 Aways conſidered as words of courſe. How- 
Euer, the ſervants ſeeing how things were, 
AY ook away their own goods, and, per- 
ghaps ſome others, and left all the reſt to the 
Republic. Charles gave up the plate - Fan- 
9 hon went up ſtairs, but returned to acquaint | 
4 that the jewels were miſſing: every thing 
Ele was carried off before my face, for I had 
Peard that there was a noiſe in the houſe, and 
had 
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had juft ſtepped in to ſee what it could be. 
I aſked, whether ſome of the plate ought not F 
to be given to me, to pay the rent that was | 
deficient ; but J was ordered not to prefer | 
any ſelfiſh claim againſt the Republic. I 5 
then obſerved, that the Republic ought not 
to ſtarve her citizens, by taking away their 
juſt rights; but citizen Tremaville ſaid, that 
I was talking like a ſuſpected perſon: and 
you know, Monſieur, that was enough to 
make a prudent man hold his tongue; but : 
all is gone however.“ f 
No matter, continued our landlord, : 
after a ſhort pauſe, © it is part of a good ci- 
tizen to hold his peace, fo I ſaid no more to 
them; beſide, there was a great many of the 
people entering the apartment, and I thought 
that an appeal to them might occaſion my 
promotion to the height of my own lamp 
poſt. Vour jewels, Madame, would have 
paid me, and left a large reſidue, ſo I at- 
tempted to ſeek them; but I ſaw Fanchon 
at the cheatre two days afterwards, decorated 
with 


* 
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9 ith a great number of coſtly ornaments, 
which [ thought I had ſeen you wear; ſhe 
as ſitting by the ſide of that good citizen, 
1 rimaville, I own I could not help looking 
a little earneftly at them, which the worthy 
ep. ſeemed to obſerve; and, mark the 
N conſequence. Next day cicoyenne Fanchon 
/ marched, at the head of ſome obſcure wo- 
| nh whom ſhe had previouſly allured, 
render themſelves famous to the Nada 
Aſſembly; where they depoſited what they 
pleaſed to call Yheir jewels, which, they ſaid, 
JP hey ſhould bluſh to wear while the nation 
wanted money for their brave ſoldiers. Fan- 
chon left a very handſome pair of diamond 
þ ear- rings, the trinkets of the others were 
worth but little, however they were honored 
bk by applauſes and fittings, the preſident kifſed 
them, and it was decreed * that they deſcrved 
TX well,” ſo gave over all hopes of being paid 
R my rent; — but, vive la nation, you arc re- 
turned, Monſieur, and 1 am glad to ſee you 


ſafe.“ 


As 
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allow me to partake of, but J fed my child; 


Connor eat heartily, and appeared to con- — 


ſider himſelf quite ſecure. 


Tet 


(44 Hos is this,” aid 1 to Charles, i 1 am 


told, one day that you join Trimaville, t 


betray us, and the next you ſnatch me fem 
the moſt dreadful fate ; z yet you were amongſt 7 
the plunderers of our houſe, and Tour Tn- 


maville is evidently our enemy.” 
True,“ anſwered Charles cc there is 


As citizen Marone finiſhed / theſe wards, 
Charles entered; he had been for ſome re- 
freſhment, which my anxious mind would not 


* 


enough to cover me with grief, but not with . 
guilt. I, who thought myſelf likely to be a 
mield to the unfortunate, through the aſliſt- Þ 
ance of Trimaville, have been converted 


into a trap to. decoy the unwary; — little 
did I ſuſpect, when he uſed to lead the ſub- 


Je& towards, you, my dear protectors, that 


it was with a view to plunder you ; but he 
Was arcful and 1 confided | in him, He was , 


ſoon E 
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X Gon very intimate at the Palais Royal, and 
II ſear was one of thoſe who inſiſted upon 


not have gone ſuch lengths with a fore ner 
had not very ſtrong motives prompted him. 


3 pointed out the only way by which they could 


Madame's could never have been endangered, 
have brought yourſelf into a perilous ſtate, 


erxtrieiting you.” KAR; 

Not extricate me?“ faid Connor, there 
is a very plain way; I will go to the Aſſem- 
A bly, complain of the wrongs 1 have ſuſ- 
XZ tained, and demand a paſſport, which they 
will not dare to refuſe. What can they al- 
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© cracking yo as victims, as D— O—would | 


Pardon me, Monſieur Connor, but you 


1 | ſucceed ; had you not joined the unhappy 
party in the Thuilleries, your ſafety, and 


however it might have been wiſhed: but you 


from whence, bs ſee but a ſmall cliance of 


ledge againſt me, but that I attempted to 
2X fave ſome poor fellows from being'murdered, 
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. IRISH HEIRES8. 
My dear Sir, your allegations will not | 
be heard; the Aſſembly are governed by a 6 
few, and thoſe few are againſt you; they 
will not allow you to return to divulge what 
has happened to you; remain quiet and con- 
cealed, perhaps I may yet have an oppor- 
tunity of ſerving you, by procuring means 
to get you hence: Citizen Marone, your | 
hoſt, is a worthy man, he can conceal you in | 
this very | houſe, now it is thought to be g 
empty; if you ever get ſafe home I am ſure | 
you will reward him.” 8 | 
As to reward, Charles,” "replied Ma- 
rone, © you know where the plate is, no 
doubt, that was taken by your own inſtruc- 
tion; probably Monſieur Connor may not 
want it in his confinement, and that would 
reward me, and keep a little money for his 
own uſe,” 5 
« Aye,” ſaid I, © your diligent friendſhip, | 
no doubt, has preſerved us that reſource ; | 
what a bleſſing to have ſuch a worthy perſon | 


about us.” 
- cc No, 
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« No, truly, ſaid Charles, colouring with 
ame for his brother, “your plate is at Tri- 
1 maviblle's, who will moſt likely keep the largeſt 
mare, and the reſt will be melted down for 
J he public good; but I can command a little 
2 ; oney, and that ſhall be yours, Citizen Ma- 
Wrone, if you will permit my Maſter and Miſ- 
2 | reſs to remain here, beſide, I can anſwer for 
their paying you any os as ſoon as they 
'J have it 1n their power.” 


Citizen Marone was a very good man, I 
believe, but did not like to run himſelf into 
danger for other people; however, his con- 
ſcience would not permit him to turn us out, 
Hand we reſolved to ſtay there for the preſent; 
but Connor aſſured him of an immenſe ſum 
as ſoon as he was able to command it. 


We agreed not to have any attendant but 
Charles, who was to come every night with 
$ proviſions, and leave us before morning. Ma- 
rone promiſed us a few accommodations ;— 
WJ for what had not been taken away of our pro- 
= voL, 117, 8 perty 
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perty by the committe de ſurveillance, had 
been deſtroyed by the ſovereign people, ſo 
that we found ourſelves in a very deſtitute 
condition; and, but for Charles, it would not 
have been a ſurpriſing circumſtance had we 

periſhed for wa. t .hough Connor had a large 
eſtate, and I was an Iriſh Heireſs, 
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: TX THEN we were left to ourſelves we 
; mutually congratulated each other, 
J and careſſed little Gerald, who, ſtrange to 
tell, was as healthy as if he had never been 


T thought, many tokens of aptitude. The little 


creature fatigued me in body and mind; for 


he lived in my arms, and I was conſtantly 
moſt anxiotis about his fate; but yet he made 
ſufficient amends for every care, by his ſweet 
miles, which I almoſt thought were directed 
; =__ by 
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52 Tur IRISH HEIRESS. 5 
by an immediate order of Providence, to 1 
cheer and ſupport me under my difficulties: 1 
And who ſhall preſume to ſay it was not? 


We that are Chriſtians, believe, that there 4 
is a particular Providence over the good, of 1 
which number I always endeavoured to be, 13 
and maugre my numberleſs failings; I might, 1 
in ſome meaſure, attribute my ſufferings to. 
the cauſe of virtue. Let the philoſopher laugh 
at me, but I acknowledge that I thought my- " 
{elf not unhappy in my uncomfortable fitu- 
ation, in a plundered houſe, which was be- 10 
ſide, to me a priſon; as I was bleſſed with 2 
conſcience which told me I had not done % 
wrong to any body living, nor ever omitted 1 
my ſuperior duties, as far as my power to 3 
practiſe them would permit, But, how ! 1 
digreſs. 8 1 8 > 


I rangedall over my former apartments, 
and picked up ſome things that had belonged i 
to my Gerald, whicu now were very accept- 

able 


able indeed. I dreſſed him in his new found 
W habiliments, and laid the ſweet babe on a bed 
E which had been provided by Monſieur Ma- 
| rone, and requeſted Connor to tell me all the 


afterwards, they ſhall be related in as con- 


nected a manner as my poor abilities will. 


allow. 


My reader muſt remember, that I men- 
tioned going away with Fanchon, in a fiacre, 

on the twenty-third of Auguſt, to all appear- 
$ ance voluntarily. When Charles aſked for 
me, my ſervants could only tell him, that I 


had taken the child out, and they ſuppoſed 


my buſine ſs was very preſſing, as dinner was 


juſt coming up, and though I had given 


orders about it, I had not yet returned. 


fervants, that I was well, in pleaſant com- 
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| particulars of my releaſe ; but, as I heard 
ſome other parts of the ſtory from Charles- 
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ran to Fanchon's lodgings; ſhe had not re 
turned: his uneaſineſs was almoſt unbearable, 
both on my account and Connor's, who he 


unlike my character to make ſuch ; an elope- 


and ignorant how to conceal the truth—un- *% 


belonging to his "brother's houſe, even after 
the diſappearance of twilight; he was laying 3 
ſtretched upon a low wall when two figures WM 


liant reader, as many cruel authors have 4 
done of late years, though I am ſenſible, that 


b 
1 


| Charles knew nor what to think, for to 
was certain I was not with my huſband. HY 


knew would never ſubmit to confinement, i 
he ſuſpected danger; for in danger I mu 
be, he was perſunded, for he thought it very 
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Unwilling then to bring ſuch bad news, 


able too, to form any conjecture of my 
fate Charles lingered about the back offices 1 


paſſed him ſlowly. 


I will not attempt to frighten you, my va- 


if 
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7 if choſts ever were brought in with propriety 
it would be in Paris, where ſo many lives 
have been and are daily ſhortened ;—I will 
not ſay that theſe were ſpectres, in truth they 
a were worſe. | F 


It was Trimaville and Fanchon, who had 
f got acquainted upon her being ſent from us, 
they were mentioning how much ſpoil we 
b | ſhould probably produce. Fanchon ſeemed 
to exult very much in what ſhe termed my 
defeat, and ſaid, ſhe wiſhed Connor to have 
the poiſon that night; when they ſeparated 
ſhe went out of the private back door, and 
Trimaville returned to the. houſe. 
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Charles flew to Connor, fearing almoſt to 
ſee him dead, and accuſing himſelf as one of 
his murderers. He found his patient in a 
W ſound ſleep; which fortunately prevented the 
faithful prieſt from delivering the ſhocking 
dings. too abruptly. 


54 When 
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When Connor awoke and aſked for me, b 
Charles told him to- compoſe his mind for i 
the night, and not expe& me, as it was un- 'J 
fate to truſt myſelf in ſuch a place, where 4 
both our lives were ſought, He proceeded ; 
to inform him of the plan of poiſon, and, in 
ſhort, every thing but my confinement; i 
though he had very few hopes of being able 
to keep that a ſecret for any time. ; 


Connor coincided in the propriety of my 
ſtaying away, and likewiſe urged the neceſ- 
ſity of removing himſelf, againſt which there 
was nothing to urge but. the danger of his 

wounds, and even that was counter-ballanced 
by a greater; ſo they agreed to move off as 

Toon as the family ſhould be quite ſettled, 
and in the mean time, Charles aſſiſted in dreſ- 
ſing him, which was a work of time; for 
the agitation that now ſeized him at the proſ- 
pect of enlargement, the indignation he felt 
-at his unworthy hoſt, and the weakneſs 1n- 
cident to his ſituation, made him ſtagger 

: fr equently, 
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: frequently, and he would have fallen, but for 
1 the friendly aid of Charles, 

Tuſt as every thing of that ſort was ac⸗ 
compliſhed, and they were fitting ſtill, that 
n my huſband might recover breath, the door 
opened and Trimaville entered, with ſome 
W negus; he ſtarted, at obſerving all their pre- 
parations, nor were they eſs confuſed; but 
Charles, who had remarkable preſence of 
mind, ſaid, 


” Come, Trimaville, join me in trying to 
perſuade Mr. Connor, from going out at this 
hour; not having ſeen Madame all day, he 
fays that he will go and learn the reaſon.” 


Trimaville certainly knew more about me 
than any of that company, but, affecting ig- 
norance, he ſuppoſed that the child was ill, 
or that I was occupied in preparations for 
W our departure; he begged of Monſicur not 
o attempt going until Madame ſhould ar- 
| Ds: rive 


— a 


———̃ c NE —L—— 
- 


58 THE IRISH" HEIRESS. 
rive in the morning, with a proper equipage, 


to take him immediately to Lord G——'s, 


and rather in the mean time, endeavour to 
get reſt to enable him to bear the fatigue of a 


| Journey. 


He preſented the. negus, which Connor 
held out his hand to take, with a menacing 


air, intending to*laſh it in Trimaville's face, 


but Charles intercepted the glaſs, obſerving 
that he had better undreſs firſt, and take ſome 
compoſing drops in the negus. 


Connor was prudent enough to comply 
quietly, as a moment's reflection made him 
ſenſible, that his ſafety depended upon the 
greateſt circumſpection; accordingly, though 
very. much mortified at the neceſſity, he be - 
gan to take of his cloaths, and, when laid 
down, Charles took the glaſs, poured in ſome 


drops of laudanum, and dexterouſly contrived 


to ſtand between him and rimaville, while 


Connor poured the draught into the bed, 


pretending 
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pretending to drink it. Trimaville then gave 


a ghaſtly grin, of horrid EY and left. 
them. 


As ſoon as they thought he was at a A 
ſafe diſtance, they again prepared for their 
departure, and got out of the granary ; but, 
conceive. their. horror and diſappointment, at 
finding the gate through which Charles uſed: 
W to paſs, ſecured wich an iron bar, on which 3 
was faſtened an enormous padlock... — 
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This was ſuch a blow to their hopes of | 
deliverance, that it almoſt ſtunned them. -- 
They attempted every mode of forcing _ i 
the bar, drawing the ſtaples, ſcaling the wall, A 
but all in vain. At laſt the lamp went out. 4 
They then groped their way back again to 4 g 
the ſhelter of the granary. A 


= Connor was not ſo much dejected as the | 
W prieſt, for he hal not loſt all hopes of rus: 1 
me in the morning. 
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60 THE IRISH” HEIRESS:. 
However, it was now neceſſary to tell 
every thing, and Charles accompliſhed that 1 
terrible taſæ. It was then, that poor Connor 1 
accuſed himſelf of being my deſtroyer — Ml 
keeping- me 1n that devoted country againſt 
my will—and, in his firſt frenzy, ran to the 
| glaſs he had fo much abhorred before, and 
would have drained it, had not his faithfu! 
friend prevented him. 


At laſt, Charles prevailed upon him to 
hear reaſon. I was only confined, and as J 
could not be implicated in any ſhadow of 
crime againſt the nation, muſt be releaſed 

very ſoon ; — in all probability I was only 
taken out of the way, that they might the 
eaſier plunder our property, which was one 
great object; moreover, he repreſented, that 
Connor's only chance of ever ſeeing me was 
through his own prudent circumſpection, for 
that, as he was univerſally thought to have 
periſhed on the tenth, therò Were none to in- 
quire for him as long as I ſhould be con- 
. DE fined, 
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| fined; The Ambaſſador, no doubt, might; 

but how eaſy to give him a ſatisfactory an- 

ſwer, for he would not have time to inveſti- 
gate, as his ſtay was to end the next day. 


Charles would have gone to him at that 
time of night, but every door was faſtened; 
no doubt, the ſame thought had occurred to 
Trimaville. | 
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There remained then, nothing but ſtrata- 

gem, and it was fortunate, Connor had a 
Frenchman to aſſiſt him, for it was a new 
road to his upright underſtanding. 


It was determined that he ſhould counter-- 
feit the dead man, and in his coffin reſted. 
his hopes of deliverance. . 
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In the morning Charles awoke his bro- 
ther, and told him a ſtory of Connor's ex- 
piring in conMifions, he ſeemed to believe 
that he had taken poiſon, and demanded 
what 
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recovering himſelt, did not diſavow the fact 


ver over to them the plate and other valu- 
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what was to become of him, in the moſt 
earneſt manner. 


Trimaville ſeemed ſhocked at firſt, but, 


of poiſoning Connor, who was, he. faid, the 
n of hatred to all Frenchmen. 


« Was he not always,” ſaid he, © villify- 
ing our glorious ſtruggles for liberty, and 
did he not dip his hands in the blood of 
citizens on the tenth? Did he think, that 
being an Engliſn ſubject would procure him 
indemnity ? The only difference he found by: 
that proud title, which he gloried in of 1riſh- 
man, was, of being taken off privately, in- 
ſtead of peeping through the little window; 
his treaſures fell to me and another, who has 
always informed us of his atrocities ; but, as 
we are to do every thing quietly, you ſhall . 
accompany the people who will be ſent, and 
after the form of putting on Sour ſeal, de- 
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ables, 


THERE IRISH HEIRESS. 63 


ables, of which- I have an inventory, even to 
the moſt minute article.” 


Charles poſitively refuſed to give any 
ſanction to the robbery, and reproached his 
brother for his depravity ; who very coolly 


told him, to take care of himſelf, for if he 
did not comply he ſhould be proceeded 
againſt as a refractory ex-prieſt. Charles 


was ſufficiently alarmed at that threat to obey 


orders, which he knew. would be fulfilled 
equally to-our detriment, whether he gave 
his countenance, or not; he only ſtipulated 


for a decent coffin, and liberty to bury his 
maſter, (as he ſtiled Connor) the enſuing 


night. 


He was fo much taken up with the 
thoughts of their common danger, in caſe of 
any , body's examining Connor, that he was 


quite incoherent, in giving directions about 
the coffin, buy that paſſed off for grief, with 


the ſervant who was entruſted ; for Trima- 


ville 
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64. THE IRISH HEIRESS. 
ville would not let him leave the houſe all 
that day, fearing the application he would 
certainly have made to Lord G, ſo he 
remained in the granary with- Connor, who 
was very impatient at the part he was obliged 
to act, particularly when Trimaville came in 
to view him; he was in the greateſt terror 
leſt he ſhould feel the warm body, but was 
relie ved by his only caſting a glance at it, as 
if balf appalled at the deſtruction he had 
made, and as the place was darkened, Con- 
nor pale with ſickneſs and anxiety, and him- 
ſelf not ſuſpecting ſuch a manceuvre, he 
went back without making any diſcovery. 
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That night Trimaville helped the ſervant 
before mentioned and Charles, to take the 
coffin and bear it to a neighbouring ceme- 
tary, where Charles and the ſervant remained 
behind to dig a grave. 


This was the worſt time fof the poor body 
1 the coflin, who had been ſtifled but for 
| the 
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the precaution that had been taken to give 
air, and would have been very uneaſy about 
the conſequences of being laid in the grave, 


had he not had entire confidence in Charles, 


who now ſent away the ſervant for ſome wine, 
pretending great fatigue; and then releaſed 


Connor, who aſſiſted in filling the coffin with 
ſtones and dirt, and cloſed it again ready to 
be put into the grave, when Joſeph returned. 


Connor concealed himſelf while that was 
done, and Charles then took him to the houſe 


of an old woman he knew, would do any 


thing for her paſtor, and next day endea- 
voured to find me out, but vain were his 


inquiries; Fanchon would not reveal the place 


of my detention, and he, as a laſt recourſe, 
went to his brother, though his ſight was 


horrible to his ideas, and by perſeverance 


and oft returning to the charge, at laſt found 


that the Maiſon de la force was my priſon. 


Charles was obliged to go along with the 
officers of the Municipality, to give up the 


valuable 
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' valuables belonging to our Hotel; and, to his 
great ſurpriſe, found that every man had an 
Inventory of the ſeveral articles; and with 


great effrontery, upon miſſing ſome, threat- 
ened to. have the ſervants tried for embez- 


zling the National property. 


. were to take my jewels — but no 
doubt, Fanchon did nar like to receive them 


through their hands, ſo, as has been related, 


took them herſelf, excepting ſome trifling 
articles which, in her hurry, ſhe left on my 
toilet, and the houſemaid whipped up and 


was putting ſome into her boſom ; but, being 


detected, very narrowly eſcaped being thrown 


out of the window as a thief, and guilty of 
inciviſme, in diſgracing the juſtice and integ- 


rity of the people, who, excepting her, were 
all virtuous. So ſaid Tremavile, ſo echoed 
his aſſociates... 


5 a CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII, 


THINGS were in ſuch a ferment now in 

Paris, that Connor could not appear ; 
but ſtill there was at that time, ſome glim- 
mering of hope, that things would change 
for the better in a little time, by the people 
coming to their ſenſes; but what grieved 
him moſt was, that they could not. gain any 
intelligence about me. 


He was almoſt broken-hearted, when, on 
the ſecond of September, Charles ran into 
i the 
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63 THE IP ISH HEIRESS, 
the room where he was lying and wiſhing 
for death ; but, ſtartled at the horror viſible 


in the countenance of the prieſt, he aroſe 
haſtily and demanded whe ther I was dead. 


« ] really do not know,” ſaid Charles, 

« but a band of hired ruffians are now in 

the priſon, murdering the priſoners ; put on 

this garb, and ſmear your face; I am going 
to do the ſame; we may fave her.“ 


Connor ſprung up, and impatiently fol- 
[ii lowed his directions, reſolved to fave me, if 
5 poſſible, or to die fighting for me; they aſ- 
ll, ſociated in the cauſe the good woman's two 
ſons, who were in readineſs with the fiacre 
Wl to receive me on the eaſt ſide, but refuſed 


Ul to enter the walls.. 

= 1 
0 Ihe reſt my reader 1s informed of, only 
| 1 mult remark, that the keepers made the 
"i ſame miſtake as I had done, of ſuppoſing 


them part of the gang of aſſaſſins, and ſo al- 
6 lowed 
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lowed them free liberty to roam about, and 
drag away what priſoners they pleaſed, 


Thus, however eminent the danger we 
may be in, yet there are ways by which 
Providence, without any apparent miracle, 
may releaſe us, 


I do not invent an improbable ſtory, for 
the ſake of drawing the moral; the like 
ſtories are well known to many. If I miſ- 
take not, Doctor Moore mentions ſome- 
thing of our hiſtory, with ſome variation, as 
he had no way to arrive at facts; he calls 
me a French lady, miſtaking Connor and 
Charles for two ſervants. 


Gratitude for my deliverance was un- 
bounded ;—no tongue can expreſs, no pen 
deſcribe it. Connor was ſo well fatisfied 
with my lively expreſſions of thanks, that 
he pronounced himſelf happier than he had 
ever been before in his lite, 
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40 You will now love me,” ſaid he, " and 
believe that your faithful Connor can never 
heſitate to run 00 riſk of his own life to 
preſerve yours.” 


I always made ſuitable anſwets, as far as 
my powers of ſpeech would permit me, and 
the appearance of our dear little Gerald ren- 
dered us almoſt too exhilerated ; indeed, it 
is aſtoniſhing how we could forget our cri- 
_ tical ſituation, and act as if we were exactly 
the three happieſt beings in the world. 


My part was maid of all work, and I ac- 
quired ſome proficiency 1n ſweeping rooms, 
making beds, &c. while Connor cleaned 
knives, and nurſed the babe; no Welch 
curate and his wife had more various do- 
meſtic employments ; yet often, when the 
very happy fit was over for a little, Connor's 
feelings were intolerable, they became in- 
dignant at the appearance of ſkulking from 
danger, and it was only love for me and little 
Gerald 
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tiſh ſubject; but, as it was impoſſible not to 
ſee the danger of ſuch a project, he dreaded 
50 involve us in it. 


Charles came every ſecond night with pro- 


viſions, which he purchaſed with money bor- 


rowed from ſuch as were ſtill religious, who 
loved their prieſts, and rejoiced in fulfilling 


their pious duties hene ver an eee 
offered. 


We made no ſcruple of uſing it, record- 
ing the ſums in our pocket book, and the 
giver in our hearts; being certain, as we 
thought, of repaying them on ſome future 
day. 


We made anxious inquiries after Lady 
Anne and Bergaſſe. Alas! every day had 
ſome new tale of horror. Bergaſſe was mur- 
dered on the ſame day I was ſo miraculouſly 

releaſed 


Gerald that prevented his going openly to 
the Convention to claim his right as a Bri- 
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72 ' THE IRISH HEIRESS: 
releaſed, and ſome friend (I ſuſpect it was 


citizen F=—, who had married Miſs, Lady, 


Anne's eldeſt daughter), had ſent the head 
to his unfortunate widow. F—=—, but why 
conceal his name—Freron, was then in her 
chamber, and called out, ſavagely exulting, 
to his ſiſter-in-law, deſiring her to look up, 
for that Bergaſſe was come at laſt to rejoin 
her. She did look up, but the different and 
violent conflicts of extreme joy and grief 
overcame her; ſhe threw her arms round the 
pale, glaring, bleeding, head, embraced it, 
fell back, and expired. —— _ 


Freron informed Lady Anne of every hor- 
rid circumſtance, hoping, I ſuppoſe, that ſhe 
too might fall a prey to grief and horror: it had 
nearly that effect, but ſtill ſhe did recover 

ſlowly. 


The female citizen Freron was ſtruck with 
remorſe at the unfeeling part ſhe had acted, 
and would now have attended her mother, 
and endeavoured to make what amends were 

ſtill 
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till in her power; but Freron would not 
allow her to enter her chamber, all the while 
ſne was in danger; ſo that there was pre- 
ſented a ſcene, which will never be, I hope, 
repeated; of a fond and tender mother, dy- 
ing with grief, in the ſame houſe with a 
daughter, who never entered her room un- 
til ſhe was ſent to wring her heart afreſh, by 
making the demand of her deceaſed ſiſter's 
fortune, 


But theſe are the true revolutionary prin- 
ciples. . Freron made his wife infiſt upon that 
money, to purchaſe ſome eſtates which had 
belonged to emigrant Nobility. He pre- 
tended, ſome time after, to loſe it all; and, 
in a few weeks following divorced his wife. 


Lady Anne had returned to Ireland; and 
Miſs Daly would have gladly followed her, 
but was not permitted; for ſhe was accuſed 
of ſome imagin ry crime. and long confined. 
—dhe is now in Ireland, lamenting, that, 
with all her prudence and diſcernment, phi- 
OL, III. E luſophy 
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loſophy and patriotiſm, ſhould be her ruin 
that France is not free, though ſhe has mur- L 
dered her King; that ſhe is not happy, tho 
| the has butchered half her children. But, 'F 
I underſtand, the energy of her mind is now : 
employed in compoſing, © The real princi- 3 
ples of liberty,” which, no doubt, ſhe is well 
qualified to do, having experienced all the i 
delightful gradations of it, in the charming 1 


Metropolis of Paris. 


The fate of this unhappy family is ſo inte- I 
reſting, that I have thrown together here, 
what I learned in the courſe of time; only 4 
omitting to mention, that Lady Anne has 
been prevailed on to marry a gentleman, who 
addreſſed her ſome years back, but ſhe had i 
refuſed him for the ſake of her children; his 
conſtancy made him return to the charge, 1 
when her ſituation altered; and, I am glad to 1 
ſay, that ſhe ſeems now to be reſtored to 3 
health, and ſomething almoſt like happineſs. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


TILL affairs in France grew worſe and 
worſe, At laſt the King was murdered. 


Charles uſed to make, of the ſufferings of 
What worthy man: — but I don't mean to go 
Into any details of public affairs; they are as 
Pell known in England as in France; only 


- obſerve, that upon breaking out of the war 


F our hopes of eſcaping were loſt. 


E 2 e 


How many tears I have ſhed, at the recitals 
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76 THE IRISH HEIRESS. 

The treatment, too, of thoſe Engliſh, who 
had ſhewed their affection for the preſent 
ſyſtem, by voluntarily remaining under it, 
was ſufficiently diſcouraging. 


Our landlord evidently wiſhed us away; 
but where could we go? We gave him what 
money we could ſpare, which was not incon- 
ſiderable, for Charles was indefatigable in 
our cauſe, and one lady in particular, who 
was very rich, he entruſted with our ſtory : 
ſhe was fo pleaſed with my adherence to the 
Catholic faith, that ſhe promiſed to find ſome 
way to aſſiſt us in getting out of the country, 
and ſent us many ſums of money, for which 
Connor uſed to return his note. 


Unhappily ſhe was too good for her coun- 
try, and too rich not to be plundered ; be- 
fore I left Paris ſhe was tried for inciviſme, 
and for aſſiſting emigrẽs with money. Con- 
nor's notes were produced, as evidence againſt 
her, and ſhe was guillotined along with her 
grand-daughter, who was ſuſpected of know- 

3 
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ing, and not revealing, her guilt. This is 
liberty! — French liberty ! — Philoſopher's 


liberty !—This is true equality of rights! I 4 
could not help relating, the fact, though it \ 


did not happen until ker the time 1 am 
now writing about. 


In the middle of February, 1793, they 
took up our faithful Charles, whom we now 
looked up to as a father; and, I fear, that 
his fate was the ſame, with others of his holy 
function. The rulers of France ſeemed de- 
termined that even one righteous man ſhould 
not be left, to fave the reſt. We could 
learn nothing but dreaded the worſt; yet, we 
knew, that nothing leſs than confinement, + 
' would have kept him from the benevolent 
office of adminiſtering to our wants, 
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The firſt night he was delayed, paſſed 
over in much anxiety, but not without hope, 
that ſome leſſer accident might have inter- 
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reſt towards morning, but how was it poſſi- 
ble to compoſe my mind, in ſuch a ſituation? 
I anticipated the grief of loſing our only 
true friend; and, beſide the perſonal loſs, 
what a proſpect opened! We ſhould inevi- 
tably be thrown upon the mercy of men, 
| who. had not any! Children are a great 
bleſſing. Even in our agitated ſituation 
Gerald would ſometimes draw our attention 
to him, and keep us from diſtraction, 


Another night paſſed, and no Charles. We 
could no longer flatter ourſelves with hopes, 
which the ſtate of affairs did not allow of. 

We lamented him ſo ſincerely that we forgot 
our other calamities ; but, nature prevailed, at 
laſt, and ſelf became the predominant feeling. 
We were obliged to conſider what would 
be the beſt mode of procuring ſuch articles 
as were neceſſary for her ſupport: we had a 
very little money, with which Connor went 
out and purchaſed ſome bread; we had ſtill 
tea, lugar, and fuel: however, we were ſen- 

ſible 
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fible that ſomething muſt be done to conti- 


nue even theſe moderate expences. As to 
aſking the lady who uſed to ſupply us, it was 
too humiliating ; it had an appearance as if 


w2 meant to live entirely upon her charity, 
without attempting to aſſiſt ourſelves : beſide, 


had my wateh, that, we looked to as a great 
treaſure, though I dreaded its loſs, being the 


only time-piece in the houſe, 


Afier our caſh was expended, the watch 
was ſentenced, and my dear Connor ſet out 
at eleven o'clock one night, to diſpoſe of it. 
My buſineſs, while he was away, upon this | 


occaſion, was, to put Gerald to ſleep, lay the 


cloth, ſtir the fire and ſweep the hearth; 
after which I ſat down, and reflection would 


intrude itſelf. 


1 found, that my affection for my huſband 


increaſed every day; he had ſaved my life; 
was my only companion, in all my misfor- 


tunes; he curbed his own impetuous temper 
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to accommodate mine; he was the affection- 

ate father of my darling child; his fervent 
and unabating love too, would have ſtamped 
me monſter, not to have returned it. 


My thanks were offered to Providence, 
for enabling me to follow my father's dictates, 
inſtead of my own inclinations; and, though! 
felt keenly for the misfortunes which over- 
whelmed us, dared not repine. Was I not 
well rewarded in a worthy huſband ? Ah! 
how deſolate did my heart feel while he was 
away, and, with what joy did 1 unbar the 
door at his return I- He was fo good as to 
expreſs himſelf delighted at my affectionate 
reception of him ; and, had we been only in 


a place of ſafety, a IO couple had n ne ver 
exiſted. 


Alas! how often have I caſt away my pen, 
and again returned to it, to relate an occur- 
rence, that even now plunges me in the 
deepeſt affliction ! I wiſh to repreſs my teel- 


ings, 


THE IRISH HEIRESS, 81 
| ings, it is my part to narrate, not to deſcribe ; 
my ſufferings, ſhould be judged of from the 
facts themſelves, not from the light in * 
my paſſions would decorate them. 


To ſell this watch Connor went into a 


Jeweller'ss While he was diſpoſing of it, 
three men came in, attended by a ſervant, 
who was loaded with ſome articles of plate. 


It was Connor's property; and Trimaville 


was in the act of giving directions how he 


would have it altered, when Connor turned 


round, ands looked at him attentively. Tri- 
maville ſtarted, and turned pale; while Con- 
nor, putting his money into his pocket, walked 
compoſedly out, of the ſhop; and, aſter 
buying what we wanted at home, returned 
to me, to whom he repeated the tranſaction, 
exulting in his own moderation in not attach- 
ing Trimaville. 


«You * Auguſta,” ſaid he, 1 am quite 


a reſormed man; never more call me raſh 
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or impetuous, ſince I maſtered my choler, 
even upon ſuch an occaſion, though I felt 
my blood boiling all the while; and, per- 
haps, had he ſpoke one word, would have 
done ſomething violent ; yet, I thought of 
yau, of. my Gerald, and came home like a 
quiet, tame huſband, who is contented to 
pleaſe his wife, and ſleep in a whole ſkin, 


I was alarmed at what he told me, and 
and begged of him not to venture out for 
ſome time, . 

ce Why,“ ſaid he, gaily, ©I do not think 
we are quite provided for a ſiege, and 1 
am notquite ſtout enough to like the thoughts 
of ſtarving my magnanimous garriſon.” 

« No,” faid I, nor am I ſo valiant as 
to deſire it; but I will, for a few days, be 
the purveyor: no perſon can know me in 
this plain dreſs, and little tight cap, not 
even of my acquaintance, much leſs thoſe 
amongſt thoſe whom I mean to go. 


He 
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He would have laughed me out of my. 

fears; and aſſerted, that Trimaville certainly 
' miſtook him for an apparition. — 


„Oh!“ faid I, „he might at firſt; but, 
do you think he made no inquiries after you 
left the ſhop? — Do you think his compa- 
nions all believe in ghoſts? — or, that the 
jeweller could conceive a ſpe.tre ſhould ſell 
a2 watch? — that watch, too, he will ſee, and 
it will confirm every doubt.“ 


Connor, after attempting to reaſon me out 
of my fears, at laſt grew out of patience,, 
and finding I could do no good, I ceaſed to 
urge them any more, that night; but the 


next he would go out, though there was no 4 
neceſſity for it; and, when he returned, found | 
me in hyſterics. l 

On my recovery, he hoped to perſuade: [ 


me to be more valiant, as he had gone and 
was returned ſafe; and that this was, what he 
E 6 5 had 
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had wiſhed to convince me would be the 
| caſe, But a preſentiment poſſeſſed me, that 
ſomething would happen ; of which I could 
not diveſt myſelf. He tenderly embraced 
me, and faid, that ſince my peace really de- 
pended ſo much upon having my own n Way, 
he would ſubmit, 


7 But, faith,” added he, “we are chang- 
ing characters very faſt; I am become a very 
paſſive, henpecked, dear; and my Auguſta 
is ſomething headſtrong: however, neither 
of us will be obliged to go out for a few 
nights,” 


We went on happily, excepting my ter- 
ror, Which ſtill adhered to me, until our 
ſtock was exhauſted ; and then I inſiſted on 
his giving me permiſſion to go; beſide, I 
told him, it would benefit my health. 


How many directions and charges did he 
give me. He opened the Jace, and em- 
brace 
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braced me; he would have remained on che 
outſide until my return, but I beſought him 
not, ſo earneſtly, that he went in and ſhut 
the door. Alas! he had then taken his Tait 
look of me. 


I felt timid ; not for want of courage, but 
becauſe I had never before been in the ſtreet 
without protection, which made me ſuppoſe, 
that every body would think it as odd as I 
did myſelf; and I wiſhed to ſhrink from the 
obſervation of people, who, as I have ſince 
thougat,' never beſtowed a glance upon me. 


I tottered, and hurried, and paſſed the 
little ſhop three or four times, before 1 had 
reſolution to enter it. When that was ac- 
compliſhed, no farther difficulties remained. 
My baſket was ſpeedily filled, and I took 
the road home, pleaſing myſelf with the hopes 
of again meeting my Connor. 


. I turned the corner near which we 
dwelt, I was ſurpriſed to ſee a fort of equi- 


Page 


1 8 I OS ccc IE TNT. 8 . of EEE: band Be ˖ on. 7 Ar. 
TSS _ Ws. — — — & ne_ : a „ . Cu oe Meare nts nn we CH 5 


86 THE IRISH HEIRESS, 


page before the door ; I ran towards it, my 
heart throbbing with terror, and when I came 


almoſt oppoſite, oh! heavens ! can 1 | 


write the reſt? 


On my nearer approach, I ſaw a light de- 
fcending the ſtaircaſe ; it came to the door: 
it was carried by a ſtrange man, it was fol- 
lowed by my huſband, dragged along by 


ruffians, gagged and bound. 


I ruſhed forward, and ſhrieking violently 
would have torn him from them. The in- 
human villains daſhed me to the ground, and 
threatened me with the ſame fate. 


J deſire no other,” ſaid * and raiſed. 


myſelf, calling upon my beloved Connor, 


Oh! what a ſight it was, to behold him, 


faſtened to a board, his hands tied, and, be- 


fore my glaring eyes his head was ſtruck off! 
—it dropped into the cart, — 
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1 heard them debating about murdering 
me! preſented myſelf—I was ready to die 
with my huſband—they knew me not for 
the wife of Connor, who had been ſuppoſed 
dead long before. . One of them ſwore they 
had performed what they were paid for, and 
he fhould not do any more that night. 


Taking the remains of my huſband they 
drove off, I followed while I could keep 
up; and, when they got out of ſight, ſtretched 
out my arms and ſcreamed. I then ran 
back and ſtood rooted to the ſpot, where 
my Connor had embraced me, and bade me 
take care of myſelf. How often did I ex- 
claim © Is it thus I have deſtroyed the man, 
who could have loſt his life for me? Yes, 
Connor, I was headſtrong; I would go, and 
leave you to the murderers,” 8 


I ſmote my breaſt, and, flinging myſelf 
upon the ground, wiſhed for death. Here 
I lay ſeveral hours, repeating my huſband's. 
name with anguiſh, with diſtraction, 

i . 
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At laſt my child cried loudly ; I had not 
before recollected him, for my whole mental 
powers were abſorbed in my loſt huſband: 
now inſtinct rouſed me, and I ran up to the 
room where ſo late J had ſat a happy wife; 
but, when I reached it, and looked round, 
ſaw the cloth laid, the bed curtains drawn, 
and a thouſand other marks of his kind pre- 
paration for my return, I felt ſuch a horror, 
my heart ſwelled as if it would burſt. I 
ſtaggered towards the bed but fell at the foot 
of it, and ſtriking my head againſt the poſt, 
lay ſtunned and happily inſenſible. 


On my recovery I found, that my little boy 
had cried himſelf to ſleep : but my calami- 
ties would not allow me to reſt; I could not 
bear the room, and in vain did I wander from 
one to another ; every ſpot reminded me of 
ſome proof of my Connor's affection, and 
every thought grew miſery, by reverting to 
the dreadful ſcene of the laſt night. 


Scarcely 
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Scarcely knowing what I did, I took up 
my infant, and left the houſe. My ſenſes were 
deranged—I marked no lapſe of time, nor 
can I tell what became of me, until I found 
myſelf in a ſmall damp room, upon ſome 
ſtraw, my boy laying by me, dirty, tattered, 
and ſickly ; my ſtrengeh exhauſted, and every 
| hope gone, e 
I ſoon recollected my heavy calamities, 

and wept unceaſingly at the cruel retroſpect. 
| Theſe were the firſt I believe I had been 
able to ſhed ſince the fatal ſtroke ; good 
effects reſulted from them. .I cried abun- 
dantly over my wretched babe, for now his 
appearance ſhewed him to be ſo; poor in- 
fant, he had, no doubt, often cried to me, 
for want of my uſual cares, and [ had not even 
heard him. I now folded the dear boy to 
my breaſt, as the only relic of his father, and, 
for his ſake, reſolved to exert myſelf, nor 
give way to a ſorrow that might end in leaving 
him an orphan. 
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Was a woman. I ſpoke feebly, and begged 
that ſome one would tell me where I was, 
and how brought there. Gl 
ſpeaks, and in French:—Yes, I will ſatisfy 


deed J am ſcarful of mad people.? 
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CHAP, Ix. 


[Jen looking round, I ſaw two more 
wretched beds of ſtraw, and on each 


One of the women exclaimed, © She 


you, young woman; but keep quiet, for in- 


cc Holy 
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ce Holy Joſeph!” ſaid I, have I been 
mad ? — But, indeed, I have had diſtreſs 
enough to drive me to it: What then did I 
with the dear infant? 

« You did not hurt him,” ſhe replied, 


ce only, had it not been for me he would 
have expired for want. But who are you? 
and how came you to be wandering about 


the ſtreets of Paris, where 1 met you.“ 


I pauſed before I would anſwer theſe queſ- 
tions, for caution was become habitual to me, 
from the way I had lived in for months 


back. 


She read my thoughts, and ſaid, in a tone, 
as if affronted, © Well, young woman, keep 
ſilence, then, if you pleaſe ; my thoughts will 
be ar liberty, and, perhaps, not to your ad- 
yantage ; for when people are not aſhamed 
of themſelves, they might venture to put 


confidence in thoſe who are impriſoned on 


their account,” 


At 
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At this recital, my firſt idea was, that ! 
was born to be a curſe to all who ſhould at- 
tach themſelves to me. Ihe good woman, 
who had approached, ran back with terror; 
for | raved incoherently, pleaded innocence, 
and invoked the bittereft curſes on the mur- 
derer of my huſband, 


Reaſon etiirned, . 1 revealed myſelf i 
with all that had happened to me ſince I. 
had been in France; and her tears flowed as : 

_ faſt as mine. 185 


5 Alas! ! Madam,” faid ſhe, when I ceaſed 
| ſpeaking, * little did I think when I relieved 
you, that you were of family and diſtinction; 
for I ſaw you ſtrolling up and down the ſtreet, 
where I kept a little ſhop, the whole day, 


_ + with this infant in your arms; only when his 


weight overcame you, then you would fit 
down by my door, and talk very faſt, bur I 
knew not even in what language ; however, 
night coming on, and the child's cries pierc- 

f ing 
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ing my heart, I went up to you, and tried 


to make you ſenſible of your ſituation. I 
thought vou looked very wild, and was al- 
moſt afraid; but as you did not offer to hurt 
any one, I ventured to put the ſweet boy 
to your breaſt, where he ſatisfied his hunger 
and dropped aſleep; you ſeemed unconſcious 


of his being in your Jap, and, to prevent his 
falling, I took him in my arms and laid him 
in my own bed: you followed; and I was 


pondering upon what ſtep J had beſt take, 
in order to diſcover - where your friends were, 
for your appearance beſpoke you to belong 
to decent people, when I oblerved that a 
girl (whom [I had taken out of charity, and 


who aſſiſted me in the houſe) to go out, and 


though I called after her ſhe did not an- 


ſwer.“ 8 | | | | 
I was more perplexed than ever, being 


afraid to be left alone with you; ſo I ran into 
the ſhop, and locked the door of my little 
chamber, with you in it, and, (Lord forgive 


me), intended, as ſoon as Agatha returned, 
to put you into the ſtreet,” 
A - | « Well, 
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ce Well, in half an hour came ſome 
people, who ſaid, they were ordered by the 
Municipality to arreſt me, for harbouring 
Engliſh ſpies. I denied it all; for, in my 
ſecond fright, I had forgot my firſt. They 
aſked Agatha, who returned with them, to 
ſhew them the foreign woman who counter- 
feited madneſs.” 

« Oh!“ ſaid I, « if you mean the poor 
young woman who is juſt taken out of the 
ſtreet, ſhe is in the next room, and all the 
neighbours can teflify that ſhe was wander- 
ing about all day, talking gibberiſh, and the 
baby in her arms crying; ſo I took the child 
for a minute, and ſhe followed me :—that is 
all, 


| cc Well, they looked at you, and you 

| | ſtared wild enough upon them, and began 
| chattering again. They ſaid it was Engliſh 
| 


| you ſpoke ; and, Lord, I don't believe one 
word they ſaid; it was nothing but mad talk. 
Burt it was the childTpitied, and could not help 
| it, hough he had been an heretic'schild, ſo pite- 
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_ ous did he look. I offered to let you go; 
but that would not do: ſo I was brought here 
along with you, and I dare ſay we ſhall be 
guillotined together. Though you did bring 
me into trouble, I helped you all I could, and 
fed your child; for your milk dried up long 
ago. Holy Mary grant, that he may die 
before we do, for I cannot help loving him.” 
« My poor woman,” ſaid I, and muſt 
you then die, for _ performing an act 
of humanity.” _ | 
« Oh! I ſhall not get off, 1 3 you; 
for I know that I was marked before, only 
they waited a pretence to take me, and would 
never let me quit Paris, though my huſband 
is a ſoldier of the firſt requiſition: but my 
father and I both did ſay, that we wiſhed the 
King were alive, (Lord forgive us), for 
chat then we were better uſed; ſo my father 
was guillotined for leæe nation. I wonder they 
did not take my life at that time: but per- 
haps I might have been ſafe, only I would 
not let Agatha marry her ſweetheart, becauſe 
he 
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he lived with Citizen Roland, who figned 
the King's death warrant. He faid he would 
marry her to ſpite me, and keep my ſhop 
too; and I may thank him and Agatha, I 
dare ſay, for they have great power now, as 
he lives with Citizen Barerre. We would 
not have one NEG laſt year, and n now we 
have a thouſand,” 
c Huſh, my dear woman,” faid I, “you 
do not know what may be the conſequence 
of your ſpeaking lo reel,” - © 
cc don't mind, faid ſhe, ** I know that 
my ſhop and maid have doomed me; I only 
wiſh that honeſt people had ſpoken their 
minds, in time; it was the exceſs of caution 
in them which has ruined usall.” 


I then inquired how we were looked 


after. 


a Very badly,” ſaid ſhe, ©the victuals are 
good enough, but there i is ſo little; Oh, it is 
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e Who is that other perſon I ſee?” ſaid I; 

| wiſhing to draw my attention from myſelf 
by talking to her. 5 
e Why ſhe was one Madame la Compreſſs 
de Fourni, now female Citizen de Fourni: 
her ſon-in-law emigrated to fave his life, and 
ſhe concealed his wife, who was her own 
daughter, with two children; and even got 
them out of France ſafe, furniſhed with all 
her jewels, money, and every thing ſhe could 
niſe,” poor ſoul, thinking to follow herſelf; 
but her footman betrayed her, and ſhe is 
here, but quite reſigned, like me. I only 
with J could fer fire to the hall of the Con- 
vention before I die, with all the members 
in it. But here comes our ſoup, you will like 
it now pon.” 


We) could not have eaten, I ſuppoſe, had' 
things been as good, as Sanctone ſaid; but that 
was far from being the caſe. The coarſe 
bread, made, I believe of beans, and the dirty 
broth, could not be tempting to one, who 
had been uſed to better. 


VOL. 11. F She 
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She took up Gerald, and he eagerly eat 
my portion of ſoup: poor fellow, my heart 
ached to ſee the black morſels put into his 
mouth. I begged of the turnkey to let me 
have ſome milk for him, promiſing a reward, 
g totally forgetting my inability; but he was 
hardened in his cruel office, and would not 
even deign an anſwer. 


1 often 8 what could be the * 
of my preſent confinement; or, if there 
exiſted any: for, though Connor had been 
traced, I had no reaſon to believe my perſon 
had been identified ; as no doubt, in caſe it 
had, the fame fatal inſtrument that made me 
a widow, would have my child an orphan. 
D O. had now no power]; I had no jewels. 
In ſhort, I was only taken up as a pretence 
to accuſe Sanctone; for which reaſon I deter- 
mined to be very guarded in my words, not 
to diſcloſe myſelf, unleſs I ſhould be brought 
to trial; and then I imagined that ſome of 
my judges would, in all probability, recog- 
niſe me: beſides, they might fear to con- 

7 on . demn 
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dean an Iriſh woman publicly; for every 
thing that had been inflicted upon me had 


been done in ſecret, only under the cloak of 


authority, and by people who would not dare 


to avow their actions in the face of day, 


though it were dangerous to accuſe them. 


Who would fora that Abe women 
could live in the manner that not only my- 
ſelf, but thouſands, much more tenderly rear- 


ed, were now treated? Many, I ſuppoſe, fell 


victims to the damp and noiſome air, the 


ſtraw pallet, and un whole ſome viands. My . 
conſtitution, which had overcome the worſt 


ſhocks of fortune; my heart, that had en- 


dured ſo much before, bore me through here, 


and, by degrees, I even eat my morſel with 
an appetite, 


their brutal diſcourſe, which was more di- 
F 2 rected 


1 


"i The hardeſt. part of my puniſhment was 
what the turnkeys and ſoldiers inflifted by 
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rected to me than my companions, as I was 
the youngeſt, handſomeſt, and ſeemed to feel 


It moſt : not that I ever ſpoke, but my pale 


cheek would ſhew the fluſh of indignant 
modeſty too plain, not to afford a triumph to 


wretches who only delighted 1 in the ſufferings 
of others. 

| 1 was not without apprehenſions of worſe 
treatment, particularly when we were viſited 
by officers of the Municipality, in their ſcarfs; 


ſometimes they were as brutiſh as their ſub- 
altern devils; (fo Madame Fourni empha- 
tically called them) but others affected a ſoft- 
neſs of behaviour, that did not, from me, 


conceal the ferocity of their hearts. I was 


always queſtioned, and my anſwers were, that 


T came over with Lady Anne Daly; my 
name only I concealed, under that of Betty 


Gray, which was the name of a houſe-maid 


ſhe had parted with ſame time before I left 
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7 was in hopes they would inquire of Ma- 
dame Freron concerning Betty Gray, and, 


finding me an obſcure perſon, ſet me at 
liberty ; but, I ſuppoſe that was too much 
trouble, for ſtill I remained, though my two 
companions were both taken to trial firſt, and 
the morning after to execution. 


I had a great reſpect for Madame Fourni ; 
ſhe was ſo good, fo truly reſigned, and ſo 


thankful to heaven chat ſne had ſaved all her 
ehildren. 


It is,“ ſhe would ſay, © natural that I 
ſhould go firſt ; it is a ſhock youth will en- 
able them to bear; but, had I ſaved myſelf, 
and loſt them, I might perhaps have been 


wicked enough to repine at the length of days. 
allotted me by heaven: it is not a pleaſant. 
idea to have ſo very public and ſo forcible an 


end; but the pangs of death will ſoon be 
over,—the bitterneſs of death is paſt, 
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France her quiet, I am ſure I ſhould ; but 
indeed not from any pleaſure I ſhould take 
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Aye,“ faid Sanctone, I believe fo; I 
am reſigned too; but I ſhould die happier, if 
I could burn the Convention,” : 


The 9255 Madame de Fourni aps 
to perſuade her to a better preparation for 


her diſſolution, than ſuch revengeful — 


ſeemed to denote. _— 


 « Bleffſed Maria!” ſaid ſhe, * what would 
you have? I only wiſh it in ſelf defence; 
no—and would not you both be glad to hear 


oe news "Us 


R Why,” ” faid Madame Fourni, ce perhaps 
I might. If it would be likely to reſtore 


in their ſufferings :—poor creatures, they are 
ſo wicked that I cannot but pity them. But 


will you both join with me, in ſuch devotions 


as our ſituation will admit of? It is hard, not 


to be allowed even a conſeſſor, to direct and 


Ine 4 | | comfort 
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comfort our laſt hour; but we ſhall not be 
puniſhed for that.“ 


The good lady knelt ; we followed her ex- 
ample, and a more devout congregation I 
believe never was aſſembled : — ſhe con- 
cluded with an affecting exhortation, deh- 


vered in a folemn and impreſſive manner, 


which, I hope I ſhall never forget.” 


We 3 embraces Fo adieus ; 


when we heard the fatal cart rumbling over 


the pavement, Madame Fourni did not weep, 


but Sanctone and I bathed each other in our 


tears. I thought that it was very probable 
I ſhould be one of thoſe to be executed, 
though I had not been tried : but I was left 


for greater torment—to paſs the lonely hour 


in my loathſome dungeon, expecting, and 


therefore enduring miſery :—my friends were 


tarn from me, and, what added agony to de- 
ſpair, the oſtenſible pretence for the death 
* one * kind woman, was her at- 
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tachment, her acts of mercy to me. Little 
ſhall be ſaid of my feelings ;—TI 1 mention 


0 cauſes of affliction. 


| My 8 not 1 ſolitary; freſh vic. 


tims poured in: ſometimes we were obliged 


to lie two on the wiſp of ſtraw, called a bed; 
and when they were ſo numerous, there was 
a great diſcordance of ſentiments - ſome were 
favourers of the firſt revolution, which others 
looked upon with horror; others were tenth 
of Auguſt men, and Septemberizers ; which 


made a party obnoxious to both, n fil 


more violent. 


1 was always glad when there were only 
women, for the ſake of female delicacy: in- 
deed, in general it was ſo; but, I think, in 


politics they were more violent than the 


men, appearing often as if they would come 


to blows, and ſave the executioner a labour. 


«A very handſome young lady was. one 
day eſcorted to our gpngcon; ; a moſt inſinu- 
" ating 
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ating manner was added to her other charms; 
ſhe was an actreſs, and had a ſincere attach- 
ment for a young nobleman; but was her- 
ſelf beloved by one of the Mountain: ſhe 
preſerved her conſtancy ſo firm, as to ex- 
aſperate her Jacobin lover, who, in a fit of 
rage, denounced her, as. one guilty of aſſiſt- 
ing . 


5 She had not t been long our fellow priſoner, 
before he came to learn whether her fears 
would not induce her to comply with his 
addreſſes; but her ſpirit ſupported her nobly, 
till he threatened vengeance upon her fa- 
vorite: then ſhe condeſcended to terms — 
that her former lover ſhould have an unli- 
mitted paſſport for himſelf. and all his per- 
ſonal property. Till that was done, ſhe pro- 
feſſed her determination never to leave the 
priſon; for other conditions, ſhe referred him 
to futurity. 


As ſoon as he was gone ſhe turned to me, 
and ſaid, «I do not tear geleaſe ; this Jacobiw 
| F 5 will 
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will -ſoan; feel my vengeance, and repent ever 
ſending me here, as a ſchool for love; whilſt 

J ſhall rejoice in my lover's ſafety, who. KEE 
i chance of ever leaving Paris,” 
8 1 Wand what ber eee I 
put on an air of civil reſerve; as, though a 
priſon, like death, may level all human dif- 
tinctions, nothing can level the modeſt wo- 
man with an harlot. 


95 Madameielle | wk my behaviour for hu- 
mility, as I told her that I had been a ſervant 
of Lady Anne Daly's ; but, as ſhe wanted 

amuſement, played with Gerald, who was a 

iweet-tempered infant, and very. diverting 

until ſhe exclaimed, 


« What can you have done, that this charm- 
ing child muſt be confined in ſuch a horrid 
Rue? ** 


WY how. of hope ſhot through my mind, 
char the dear fellow might make an inte- 


01 * N | | : reſt 
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reſ ſufficient to liberate us both —my nen, 


« ] believe, Madam, I am only accuſed 
of being Engliſh; I was unhappy enough to 
loſe my huſband ſuddenly,—as ſuddenly 1 loft 
my ſenſes, and can give no account until I 
found myſelf here, where I have been con- 
fined four months.” 

« Heavens!” ſaid ſhe, “live here four 
months! then nothing can kill you: — but 
will you live with me, if I can get you out, 
which I know I can, if you. have done no- 
thing? I have ſeen an Engliſh ſervant in a 
family where I viſited, and ſhe did as much 
work as three of our French; and, no doubt, 
you would be very grateful,” 
eIndeed I ſhould,” faid I, © and all that 

my abilities will admit of ſhall teſtify it.“ 
«Let me take the child away with. me,” 
ſaid ſhe. 


This was a very hard requeſt, and at firft 
my heart refuſed to part with him; but re- 
ES fiction. 
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flection came to my aid, and I perceived, 
that 1f I was releaſed I ſhould rejoin him ; if 
not, I had inſured him a protectreſs: ſo, beg- 
ing pardon for my heſitation, I gave my 
__ conſent; and in two hours after ſhe went away, 
my Gerald with her; and the ſeparation 
no one can judge of, who. knows not a mo- 
ther's hope, a mother's fear, a mother's 
ag0ny;—l had no other proſpect in the world 
to cheer me, but my child, who had hitherto 
been my companion in all my trouble, and 
ſcarcely ever from my arms. 


But I was only one tedious night without 
him. Next day an order came from the 
Municipality, to releaſe me: a conductor ac- 
companied me to female Citizen Erpigny 
(my deliverer); there, as ſoon as I entered 
the houſe, my boy was preſented me. 


What with joy for my deliverance, and 
pleaſure at embracing him, mine was again 
a ſtate of frenzy. M. Erpigny, for I hate 
to write female citizen, allowed me a little 

| time 
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time to recover myſelf, and then ordered me 
to go to the room allotted for the maid ſer- 
vants, and faid ſhe would ſend me a change of 
clothes, ' which indeed I much wanted: but 
the tone of authority ſtruck me, and I per- 
_ ceived myſelf now to. be a ſervant, and that. 
too, not under the moſt reſpectable roof. 


The thought never occurred to me be- 
fore; but ſafety was preferable to danger 
| Þberty to confinement and the heart which 
dare be honeſt in the dwelling of vice, 
boaſts a greater triumph, than unattempted 
innocence ever could Pretend to. 


CHAP; 
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bee - ' © th ©: 


WAs fo awkward in the duties of my 

L place, as chambermaid, that my miſtreſs, 
who was very ſpirited, gave me what, in En- 
gliſh, we ſhould call a complete ſcolding. 
Never accuſtomed. to that. kind of conver- 
ſation, and, beſide, feeling much. gratitude, 
no improper: anſwer. eſcaped my lips. But, 
one day, it dropped accidentally from me, 
that I had been brought up to far different 

expectations, and was convinced of my inca- 


pacity 
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pacity for the place I occupied, and that, if 
ſhe could get me a paſſage to England, I 
might one day be able to teſtify my ene 
of the obligations ſhe had conferred upon 
me. WES 


«© Well then,” faid the, * pray, Madam, 
will you allow me the ſatisfaction of knowing 
what your real ſituation is, and whether I. 
may not have got into danger by Ng. 
myſelf about nou?” 

« You ſhall judge,” I replied, “ if you will 
give me leave to fit down; I will 3 

nothing from you.“ 


T then related my long, fad ſtory ; and con- 
_ cluded, by offering her a bond for two thouſand” 
pounds, to be paid as ſoon as I reached 

Ireland, if ſhe would aſſiſt me in making 

my eſcape from France. As ſoon as ſhe. 
knew my rank in life to be ſo much above 

her own, ſhe bluſhed at the liberties ſhe had 

taken with me, and would have excuſed 
herſelf; but I entreated her to be filent, and 

exprefled my wonder, that her patience had 
| not 
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not been exhauſted by ſuch continued blun- 

ders; and, ſmiling, added, that, in her place, 
I ſhould have turned ſuch a domeſtic out of 
doors.. 


It was my earneſt requeſt, till to paſs for 
ker ſervant; and ſtill to receive reproofs be- 
fore witneſſes; for it was only in an obſcure 
ſituation my ſafety could be enſured, as the 
rulers of France might not chuſe me to report 
the treatment I had met with. 


M. Erpigny coincided with me; and 
only in private treated me with the defe- 
rence ſhe thought my due. However, ſhe 
made me ſwear, upon the goſpel, to remit 
the two thouſand pounds; For,“ faid ſne, 
* a bill would be uſeleſs, at preſent, and I 
would rather truſt to your oath, merely be- 
cauſeI know that you wall not then be ſo 
likely to forget ie. 


I could have no ſcruple againſt. giving her 
the rpg ſecurity; after which ſhe laboured 
diligently, 
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diligently to get me away, but found a vaſt 
deal of difficulty. f | 


Meanwhile my little Gerald fell ill of the 
ſmall-pox. I had never had it; but nothing 
could prevent my attending him. Thank 
heaven that he was ſaved ; and, that I did not 
ſicken until he was upon the recovery. M. 
Erpigny took every care of us that diſcretion 
would admit of; and regretted that ſhe could 
not remove me to the beſt apartments, with- 
out incuring ſuſpicion of having more inte. 
reſt.in my accommodation, than was proba- 
ble for a ſervant, TO 


l aſſured her, that being ſo long accuſtasied 
to damp and ſtraw, in a dungeon, I felt as 
much comfort now, on my flock-bed, with- 
out curtains, or probably, more, than any Jady 
on a down one, 'who had never known the 
reverſes I had experieced. 


6e Ah!” faid ſhe mournfully, «I believe 
io!” adding, © our Queen is now in the pri- 
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fon you left, and ſill worſe accommodated 
that you were.” 


We diſcourſed upon that great Princeſs's 
misfortunes until my own appeared trivial by 
compariſon, — all, except the horrible manner 
in which I had loſt my huſband ; but I had 
my child left, and many fair proſpects open- 
ing before me; ſo I thanked Providence fer- 
vently, praying for patience to bear what 
might in future befall me. 
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CHAP. XI, 


A TY diſorder being of a favorable ſort, I 
4 recovered, in the uſual ſpace of time, 
from its malignity ; but, how altered! My 
face quite full of indented marks; in ſhort, 
my poor beauty was quite gone. M. Erpigny 
condoled with me upon it; but the loſs ap- 
| peared providential, as it formed a better 
diſguiſe than any 1 could have aſſumed, and, 
of courſe, leſſened my danger. Had my huſ- 
band lived, it might have grieved me on his 

account; but, as that bleſſing was loſt to me, 
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I had no reaſon to repine at that which did 
not leſſen my abilities as a mother or a friend. 
She, who exiſted by her beauty, ſhrugged up 
her ſhoulders, and wondered at my Engliſh 
philoſophy. 


1 lingered, in a very anxious manner, 
near three months, filing, but not feeling 
the office of houſemaid ; for, on pretence of 

my recent illneſs, my Miſtreſs obliged the 
other ſervants to do my work, and diſtributed 
my wages among them as a compenſation, 


At length ſhe heard of an opportunity of 
moving me, at leaſt from Paris, which ap- 
peared to be at that time, the worſt ſtep.of the 

Journey. An actor, a friend of M. Erpigny, 
came to the metropolis, with an intention of 

endeavouring to prevail upon an actreſs who 
had belonged to his troop, but had left him 

upon ſome diſpute relating tomoney,.to rejoin 
it again; he found it would be for his intereſt 


and came to offer her a larger falary than had 
formerly 
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formerly been refuſed ; but ſhe was not to be 
found. 


. e propoſed his getting a paſſport for 
her, and to take me to perſonate her. I, who 
ſaw no other chance of leaving Paris, aſſented 
readily; as Bourdeaux (the place he was 
going to) was then full of Engliſh reſidents, 
with ſome of whom I thought to find an aſy- 
lum. We agreed to truſt Citizen Tonneau 
with my ſecret, not forgeting the promiſe of 
a reward; which ſilenced a number of ſcru- 
ples he at firſt raiſed. Erpigny added to her 
other favors, that of equiping me decently 
for my new character; and hired a girl to 
aſſiſt me, in taking care of Gerald. 


I was much abu we ſhould have been 
ſtopped at the barriers ; but, after ſhewing 
our paſſports, they only inſiſted upon my 
throwing up my veil; which I did immedi- 
ately, without betraying any emotion. Luck- 
ily they found me look ſo ugly, with the 
n 7 
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recent traces of the ſmall-pox, as not to be · 
ſtow a ſecond glance upon me; and then we 
ſurmounted one grand difficulty ; nor did I 


meet any other on the road, but os fafe 
at Bourdeaux. 


There I could not paſs for the. Actreſs 
Chrgnon, as ſhe was ſo well known; but my 
Conductor adviſed me to retain the name, for 

| fear of accidents; and he gave me out to be 
her firſt couſin, who had been governeſs to 
Tome Engliſh boarders in a Convent at Ma- 
lines: this was to account for ſome angli- 
eiſms in my accent and manner; and hkewile 
might form a pretence for obtaining the coun- 
tenance of the Engliſh families there, who 
lived in aſtoniſhing ſecurity in the midſt of 
a country torn to pieces with faction, and at 
war with thoſe who ought to have been 
deareſt to them. But, I am ſorry to ſay, that 
many of them, who nevertheleſs affect to 
pride themſelves in the appellation of Bri- 
tons, ſeemed to have no affeftion for their 
"SY country, 
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country, and appeared to wiſh entirely for the 
ſucceſſes of France, though at the expence 
of their native kingdom. 


LT remained with Tonneau ; whoſe family 
conſiſted of a wife, one child, one maid, and 
2 man; who, beſide being his, ſervant, ated 
as prompter to the theatre. Tonneau an- 
nounced, that I was to appear on the ſtage, as 
ſoon as I could get a part ſuitable to me, and 
I really thought it my beſt plan, to preclude 


inquiries, ſuch as are made about thoſe who 


have no viſible mode of living; and deter- 
mined, if my ſtay was prolonged, to appear 
upon the ſtage; to which end, I ſtudied ſome 
part of their new re publican dramas; in which, 
whatever was wanting in poetry, was made 


up in bombaſt. 


But my firſt care was to write to my mo- 
ther and Father O'Callaghan, giving an out- 
line of my adventures, and begging they 
would try if any thing could be done to for- 

ward 
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ward my return to my native country. My 
letters were ſent by an American veſſel, which 
was to touch at Cork, and J endeavoured to 
calm my anxiety, by every exertion my mind 
was capable of. 


I attended ſome rehearſals; but my ſpeak- 
ing was fo very different from their manner 
on the ſtage, and, upon the whole, ſo fo- 
reign, that they all agreed I ſhould not 
ſhine upon the ſtage ; but had dialect and ac- 
cent enough to go to England, and be go- 
verneſs to Engliſh ladies. However, a gen- 
tleman of my own country, who had called 
upon Citizen Tonneau while we were re- 
| kearfing, ſeemed to compaſſionate me for my 
unſucceſsful attempts, and aſked me, if I had 


no other method of obtaining a livelihood. 


I regretted that all my dependence was on'ex- 
erting my talents, and that being unſucceſs- 
ful, my WET” were completely baffled. 


« You are not French,” ſaid he, looking 
earneſtly at me, 


=] 
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DT x I will not deceive you, Sir,“ ſaid 1 ; ce if 
you will walk on the ſquare with me, I will 
put it in your power to judge what I had beſt 
Wn. 


He walked out with me, and I revealed 
my ſituation. 


“Good heavens!” faid he, © Madam, why 
did you not go in the American to Cork?“ 

« Becauſe, Sir, I replied, © the Captain 
refuſed to, take me, without being paid ten 
thouſand livres before I embarked, which it 
was een, for me to command.“ 


This was a truth, though not reniced be- 
fore ; he urged, beſide, that the hold of his 
ſhip was full « of Ducheſſes and Marchioneſſes, 
but not one, that had not paid before hand. 


« Madam,” faid Mr. Forſter, © I knew 
your father, and your huſband's father, ex- 
ceedingly well; but, had I not, your ſituation 

VOL, III. 1 would 
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would have been ſufficient to inſure my aſ- 
ſiſtance. Come to my wife, ſhe will be happy 
to ſee her countrywoman, and will endeavour 
to ſmuggle you out of this part of the world. 

Reſt aflured Bordeaux is a ſafe place; one of 
our repreſe tans is the beſt man in the world; 
the French reſpe& us, and leave us pretty 
much alone, only now and then putting part 
of our caſh in requiſition. 


I was introduced to Mrs. Forſter, and re- 
ceived with all the hoſpitality 4 an in 


w Om an. 


I was only a week in Bordeaux after my 
acquaintance with this worthy family, before 
Mr. Forſter put me on board a Sweediſh 
merchantman, in the diſguiſe ofa ſailor's wife; 
I was to be placed in the firſt Engliſh veſſel 
we ſhould meet. Mr. Forſter ſupplied me 
with what money he thought I ſhould have 
occaſion for; with that, and ſome changes of 
lien, took leave of him, laid my Gerald on 
the 


| ; 8 ; L 
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the bed allotted me, and threw myſelf down 
7 him. 


a The veſſel got under weigh, and ſea- ſick- 
neſs overcame my grief for the paſt, fear for 
the preſent, and thought for what was to come. 
I was, for once, to be fortunate, for we ſoon 
hailed an Engliſh veſſel, bound for Briſtol, 
and I was put on board fo ſick that I did not 

care what was done with me; longing only for 
| ſhore, where, at laſt, we did arrive, to the 
great relief of my ſon and myſelf. I bowed 
in gratitude to Providence, for preſerving us 
both. 


It was no great effort, on our landing, to 
find a good Inn and proper accommodations: 
proper accommodations were indeed a luxury 
after the toils and labours of a period I had 
ſcarcely yet emerged from. You cannot 
conceive how gratifying a change of linen 
was, which, though not fine, yet the freſhneſs 
of it was ecſtacy. It is only from the want 
G 2 of 
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of conveniencies that we can eſtimate enjoy- 

ments; the mere degree of rifing from bet- 
ter to better is almoſt imperceptible pleaſure; 
but, ' from wretchedneſs to indulgence, is a 
large leap; and the jumping from the one 
ſide to the other is an exquiſite triumph. 


Do not ſuppoſe that all this gratification 
aroſe from ſelf-indulgence alone; the ſight of 
my Gerald in decent comfort, was indeed a 
ſweeter balm to my heart: he could not 
look but he reminded me of his father, and 
that remembrance drew the igh of grateful 
affection. | 


It was ſcarcely ſix in the evening, of a fine 
Avguſt day, yet reſt was neceſſary ; fatigue 
and the ſight of a bed were irreſiſtible ; we 
retired for the night, and the next morning 
the chambermaid procured me a woman ſer- 
vant. The choice of a few clothes, for im- 
mediate uſe, took up a great part of the 
morning; and, though my reſtleſs mind would 
have 
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have urged me to purſue my journey in- 
ſtantly, yet . common prudence, *the beſt 
friend to adviſe with on. all occaſions, impel- 
led me to delay another night, and recruit 
both mind and body. 


The next day brought freſh advice from pru- 
dence, that determined me to remain here ſtill 
longer, for I thought it by no means unlikely 
that my mother might be at her brother's ſeat 
in Somerſetſhire; and, at leaſt, it was beſt to try 
if a letter would reach her there: but, at all 
events, it was to be forwarded to wherever 
ſhe might be. I pleaſed myſelf in expect- 
ing a kind anſwer, and even ſomething of joy 
at mine and my child's ſurpriſing eſcapes. 
In about four days from my landing, the poſt 
brought me the following anſwer. 


G 3 AUGUSTA, 
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c Your imbecility of mind pervades every 


tory letter, to acquaint us of your being 
not only alive, but likely to fee us ſoon, 


7 
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AUGUSTA, 


action of your life. Your ſudden peremp- 


have thrawn Mrs. Moſtyn, (who is all 
ſenſibility) into hyſterics ; and, perhaps, 
may injure her more materially, as, poor 
thing, ſhe was before in a fair way of giving 
a ſon to us, and that ſon would be Lord 
Moſtyn. But you were always an, obſta- 
cle to her, and envious of her ſuperior qua- 
lifications; and yet, I declare, ſhe cried 
for an hour at the intelligence we receiv- 
ed of your death, and went into the deepeſt 


mourning; ſo that methinks humanity 
ce ſhould 
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ſhould have dictated to you, to have been 


more gradual in your notice to us.” 


Ido not know what proviſion your poor 


infatuated father has procured for you, out 
a 


of Mr. Connor's eſtate ; you can have no 
claims upon your ſiſter's; for, though the 
dear cteature was content to take it as your 
heireſs, wiſhing not to expoſe you to the 
world when we thought you dead; yet, to 
prevent your pretenſions, ſhe will now 
keep it, as the next Proteſtant heir; for, 
by the laws of Ireland, a papiſt cannot 
keep an eſtate, if the next entail claim it 
as 4 Proteſtant ; and a very good law it is, 
Your huſband's relations muſt maintain 
you, or elſe Mrs. Moftyn meant to have 
given you an handſome annuity. From me 
you can have no expectations, as you have 
been, in every reſpect, a diſobedient un- 
ruly child, and married quite contrary to 
my politive commands,” 


G 4 


cc You 
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Page * You had better go to Ireland with n 


« Your unfortunate, - 
« but affectionate mother, 


« AUGUSTA O'FLAHERTY.” 


I remembered the time when ſuch a letter 
vould have ſtupified me; but I was a veteran 
in misfortune, and only reſolved now to ſee 

myſelf righted for the ſake of my child: be- 

ſide I felt my ſpirit riſe, at the manner in 
which I was treated upon. my own account. 
J could not help ſmiling at their fore-know- 
ledge, that 1 7 was to have : a ſon, 


Thad heard; in my akin, of this law 
concerning; eſtates going to Proteſtants; and 
remembered a villain, of very bad character, 
ve e who 
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who recanted, and, by adding hypocriſy and 
hereſy to his other crimes, diſpoſſeſſed the 
rightful heir of Maugherabawne, to the de- 


ſtruction of a worthy family, and very little 


good to himſelf; for the ſervants all hated the 
uſurper, and every year his houſe, barns, 
or ſomething of conſequence, was ſet on fire. 
But I hoped that, at leaſt, they would be 
obliged to prove me a catholic, which, owing 
to my father's precaution, I did not think 
they could ; beſides, my child was next heir, 
and though I certainly would not, for inte- 
reſt fake, let him be an heretic ; yet, it was 
not neceſſary to — as much. 


1 would have gone to 6 my af- 
fectionate, but unfortunate mother, ſeemed to 
wiſh ; but, having expended all my money, 
was forced to remain at an Inn until I ſhould 
hear from Father O'Callaghan, to whom TI 
wrote, deſiring him to come to me, and pro- 
eure me ſome caſh ; ſtating all my preſent dif- 
ficulties, and authorizing him to give notice 

G5 - 0 
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to Mr. Connor's family of my arrival, and 
my ſon's exiſtence. 


| e 1 expected they would find ſome 

pretence for keeping that eſtate, and ſo diſ- 
poſſeſs the wealthy heireſs, and rich widow, 
of every thing, for at leaſt as long a term as 
the law would take to decide it; and J re- 
flected that I had no way to prove Gerald to 
be the child of Connor, if they doubted my 
word. I knew that my huſband had written 
to his mother, when the child was born; and 
fo. had I to my father, after my recovery; 
but how to prove this \ was the child I could 

not tell. 

I was not then in the moſt agreeable con- 
dition; for, added to the above diſtreſſing re- 
flections, I found the people of the Inn grew 
rather ſuſpicious of my real character: as I 

evidently had no money, they got fearful that 
J was fome adventurer, and even went ſo far 
as to ſend * the bill, and hint, that I had 
9 better 
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better pay it, and ſeek a lodging in a en 
houſe. 

It was very hard, that out of ſo large a 
property, I ſhould not be able to command 
one ſhilling; and that by no means through 
any miſconduct on my part; and I felt deeply 
hurt at being looked upon and treated le 3 
er, | 


But it ſeemed neceſſary for me to try what 
firmneſs would do; and I wrote again. 


TO THE HON, MRS, O'FLAHERTY., 


« | did not mean to trouble you ſo ſoon, 
tt after the cool reception of m/ laſt, which 
J had flattered myſelf would have given 
15 ere. to thoſe, who are diſſatisfied at 

G6 ©... ow 
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cc 
cc 


cc 


at 
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max; fafe return ; but I was afraid that fletice 
c would be termed acquieſcence in the in- 
e juſtice about to be done me and my child, 
your grandchild, which would argue in me 


an imbecility indeed pitiable; and, as So- 


phia's hopes might again be ſanguine con- 
ceming the poſſeſſion of my eſtate, and 
(c 


ſo her ſhock give her hyſterics, almoſt as 


« bad as thoſe when J was found reftored, 


though thought loſt; on theſe accounts I 
ſhall conſult the moſt eminent counſel, and 


have no doubt of being reinſtated in my 
Tights; as I never have, and, probably 


never ſhall, publicly profeſs myſelf either 


© 2 Proteſtant or a Catholic: there is too 


much perſecution attending both ; and, I 
humbly conceive, that before judgment is 


© paſſed there muſt be a trial. Having my- 
c ſelf ſo large a property, I wiſh to be eſta- 
e bliſhed in it before I apply for what was 
« my huſband's :—But, what can I expect 
there, if my own family treat me unjuſtly, 


* If they deſert .me —1 can only hope for 


the beſt,” 5 30: 4 
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18 I am at preſent friendleſs—moneyleſs— 
in danger of a priſon, and in a land of 
ce ſtrangers, where there ſeems to be more 
cc Prieſts and Levites, than Samaritans, If 
you would lend me ſome money, I will 
c repay it, with thanks, as ſoon as I can; 
c otherwiſe, I fear, the family of the Moſtyns 
cc will be diſgraced by my impriſonment, as 
the people of the Inn ſeem to doubt * 
. veracity.” 


6. 


wo 


La) 


0 


* 


* 


<« Aﬀectionate and dutiful, | | 


"© AVGvSTA co.“ ü 


I was almoſt afraid to ſend this letter, after 
writing it; but, being galled by ſome imper- 
tinence from a maid J had taken, when I firſt 
landed, about my apparent poverty; and re- 

6 flecting 


| 
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flecting what had brought me to this diſtreſs; 
I acquired ſpirit ſufficient to do it: and ina 
very anxious ſtate of mind I walted the re- 


ſult. f 


I 'was, a few days after, ſanding at my bed- 


room window, which fronted the ſtreet, with 
Gerald in my arms, and thinking over paſt 


ſcenes; when I ſaw a handſome mourning 


equipage, with my mother's eſcutcheon on it; 
drive up; ſhe alighted; and never did I feel 


ſo truly frightened out of every power of 


_ exertion, as at that moment; ſhe looked ſo 


very angry, was arrived ſo unexpectedly, and 
had always accuſtomed me to ſtand in ſuch 
awe of her, I ſunk into a chair, and trem- 
bled fo violently that Gerald flipped from 


my lap, and fat playing at wy feet when my 
mother entered, 


„This is not the room,” ſaid ſhe to the 
chamber-maid, I want Mrs. Connor.“ 


3 
2 
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T had now, with difficulty, riſen em wy | 
ſeat, and knelt before her. 


1 What do you mean, young woman?“ 
ſaid ſhe, really not recogniſing my face, 
where the ſmall- pox had left many marks, 
though no ſeams; nor were any of my fea- 
tures altered; but ſtill looked very different | 
from what ſhe had done. 


When I ſpoke ſhe ſeemed ſtartled, I be- 
lieve at the recollection of my voice. 


« Indeed,” faid I, © mother, I am your 
Auguſta; though time, ſorrow, and ſickneſs, 
may have changed my form, yet ſurely nature 
will ſpeak in your heart, and tell you that [ 
am your own Auguſta,” 

« Nature ſays nothing in your behalf,” ſaid 
my mother, © and, as you ſay, a fond mo- 
ther, like me, would know her own child in 


. any diſguiſe; you are not that child, and had 


better be ſilent about your ridiculous claims, 
leſt 


4 
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leſt the puniſhment, now vour due as an im- 
poſtor, fall heavy upon you. If you keep 
yourſelf quiet, I ſhall not take any pains 
about you: as 7 have no connexion with the 
Connor's, probably they may be impoſed 
upon by you; I cannot help that. Sophia will 


ws pine rhe Flerty eſtate, as the Proteſtant 
heir.“ 


I held up my ſweet little Gerald, the image 
of my father, to her; and exclaimed, «Does 
nature ſay nothing for this e e Who is 
likewiſe yours?” _ | 


My mother, who. I had obſerved looking 
earneſtly. at him before, ſeemed as if going 
to claſp him to her breaſt ; and 1 believe ſhe 
would then have acknowledged both, had not 
Sophia's ſtronger intereſt at the inſtant Rennen 
hee Og 

omni; Madam,” lard the, and 1 ya t kim 
boom Me 0240 75 | 
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I have mentioned, that at my taking the 
laſt leave of my father, he had given me a 
ring; from this ring I had never parted; it 
was a remarkable one, and had been in the 
family for years: my mother knew it well, 
and, when I ſhewed it upon my finger, 
changed colour—heſitated—then ſaid, that 
one might be like another, or that I might 
have ſtolen it! — What a reflection for a 
mother! 


« Could I ſteal this, then?” faid I, open- 
ing my boſom, where ſtill appeared the mark 
of a pomegranate, 


g She ot. 1 perceive, young woman, 
that you are very obſtinate, and have got 
ſome very good intelligence of my family 
concerns. I warn you againſt proſecuting any 
claims upon my family, for if I am forced to 
diſavow you publicly, you will loſe every 
thing; and I don't wiſh to have trouble: about 
any Iriſh matters; I never take the leaſt no- 
tice of the Connors.“ 


She 


23s THE 1R15H- HEIRBSS, 
She was going. I _— her gown. | 


$3110 Ae me any 3 I exilaimed, 

« of paſt tranſactions; try if I falſify a word, 
or pretend to forgetfulneſs in any circum- 
ſtance that we have mutually known: take 
ſome pains to convince yourſelf that I am 
your. daughter, and that you n ee much 
loved my mother.“ 2:3 

«I am convinced,” ſaid ſhe FI and 
leſt me in an indeſcribable agony. 


The chamber- maid, to make my afflictions 
greater, repeated in the houſe all that ſne 

could underſtand of our converſation; and I 
was now ordered to quit the houſe next morn- 
ing ; and heard much of my landlord's gene- 
_ rofity, in being content with my clothes, of 
which he took all but thoſe on my back: he 
likewiſe demanded my ring, which he faid 
| ſhould be valued, or fold by friend of his, 
and, if there ſhould remain any overplus, I 
g might call and receive it. 


f 


But 


"M5 
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But I was reſolved not to part with my 
ring, though I did not ſay ſo then, fearing 
ſome ſavage treatment, My ſervant ſeeing 
how things were likely to turn out, complained: 
| bitterly, not on my account, but her own, 
that my clothes were gone. I had made the 
creature preſents for the ſhort time ſhe was 
with me, to an amount of double what her 
wages could reach, to keep her in good hu- 
mour; but] found that it was a purchaſe which 
wanted contiaual ſupplies to retain; and I 
withed to be able to get rid of one who in- 
creaſed my expences, and was not of the 
ſmalleſt uſe to me; but want of money tied 
my tongue, 

I was not preſſed to eat either dinner or 
ſupper, but I got bread and milk for Gerald, 
and put him on the bed in his clothes ; I 
determined not to take mine off, leſt ſome 
one among my creditors ſhould feize upon 
them. 


Juſt 
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Juſt on my faſtening the door I heard my 
name pronounced in a tone, and with a voice, 
that once was very dear to me. It was Mr. 
Moſtyn! — The landlord himſelf was con- 
ducting him to my apartment: it was nearly 
_ duſk, and he imagined that I was going to 
faſten myſelf in through fear of Mr. Moſtyn; 
fo he rudely haſtened to the door, puſhed 
it open, and faid, „Come, come, you muſt 
ſee him.“ 


See him!” repeated I, © certainly ; there 
1s nothing to prevent my receiving ſo near a 
relation, provided you allow me to ſtep into 
the adjoining room,” 

« Relation indeed!” quoth the imperti- 
nent landlord, with an incredulous ſneer. 


Ves, Sir,” faid Mr. Moſtyn, ſtepping up 
and taking my hand to lead me away, a 
very. near relation. But, if not, how dare 
you inſult any lady, particularly here under 
your roof, which ſhe has honored by making 
her home * 

My 
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My hoſt began to ſneak and apologize ; ; 
but Mr. Moſtyn ordered him away in a pe- 
remptory tone. Then turning to me, who 
felt ſome agitation, he ſaid, | 


we Will you, Madam, allow me to ſatisfy 
myſelf that you are my couſin, whom we fo 
long thought loſt? Your voice ſtrikes me, 
ſo does your form l can hardly, by this 
light diſtinguiſh your features; but, if you are 
Auguſta O'Flaherty, you can eaſily convince 

me of it, by repeating occurrences that paſſed 
between us; occurrences I can never forget.“ 


Brother,“ ſaid I. 


* 


He ſtarted ſo, that I was obliged to pauſe, 


Brother,“ repeated I, C the occurrences 
you, allude to paſſed between us in very early 
youth. From the night we danced together 
at K, to the day of our parting; they 
are of too delicate a nature for me to repeat; 

; vj but 
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but I will write all that memory retains this 
night, and you ſhall receive my packet to- 
morrow, if you remain in Briſtol : but, as the 

caſe is important, propoſe any particular oc- 
currence that happened, and I will not, by 
a prudiſh inen 9 your doubts by a 
pretended ignorance.” 

* Ohl“ faid he ſoftly, © you are Auguſta; 
but you are Mrs. Connor.” 15 

« Yes, Sir,” I replied, © the widow ofa. 

man who loved me fincerely, followed me 
with conſtancy, won my heart through gra- 
titude, and whoſe memory I next to adore. 
But why not begin my trial?” 


Moſtyn then aſked me many queſtions, 

which I anſwered of courſe properly. At 

laſt he told me, that he would put an end to 
trifling, for that he was convinced. 


lle then rung for candles, which were 
brought in by my nowdiligent and obſequious 
landlord. When he had again retired, Moſtyn 


gazed 


able!“ 
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gazed at me ſtedfaſtly ; but J could not check 
him, as I was to expect a ſcrutiny, and, how- 
ever mortifying, was determined to tand the 


teſt. 


es, faid he, «you are Avguſta,— 
Auguſta Connor ;—I will not be enriched. 
by robbing you. Pardon me the trouble I 
have in ſome meaſure been the occaſion of; 
and believe me, I had every reaſon to ſup- 

pole you were no more, before I would con- 
ſider myſelf proprietor of your eſtate. My 
father will now repent the ſtratagem he made 
uſe of: but he was himſelf deceived. Oh! 
Auguſta, your mother has made us miſer- 

* 

4e will not ſtay,” ſaid I, “ if you deſcant 
| upon that ſubject ; it is improper on every 
account: we are now brother and ſiſter, be 
the means ever fo crooked that made us ſo. 
I pretend nothing, for I confeſs at firſt I was 
wounded by your conduct; but I lived to 
bleſs the day that gave me to Mr, Connor.” 


Moſtyn 
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2 ſeemed in an erer paced 
; «Y ou 5 to bleſs the day, Madam, mw 
bleſs the day that my heart was torn—pierced- 
—wounded—and has bled ever fince—Oh! 


 woman—woman—” 


« Sir,” ſaid I, this is irrelavent to the 


| buſineſs you came upon, and, if you pleaſe, 


I wiſh for repoſe; this day has been one 
of mental exertion, and I am really har- 


raſſed; in the morning I ſhall be better able 


I hope to. receive your commands.” 
« believe ſo,” ſaid he calming himſelf, 


but I hear that you are-pennyleſs, while 1 


live upon your income; here, dear couſin, 


take my purſe; it ĩs part of your own, and 


would ill become me to keep, while the right 


ful owner is diſtreſſed for a ſhilling.” 


I thanked him, and wichour ſcruple took 


: the purſe, in which I found what appeared 


to me great riches; we then wiſhed good 


night, a and, , parted, 
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MV maid was now defirous of being very 
officious ; but I told her, that as ſhe had not 

accuſtomed me to her attendance, I ſhould 


henceforth diſpenſe with it; and defired her 
to leave me. 
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CHAP. XII. 


Y thoughts ſeemed elevated; enlivened 
by the hope of ſeeing an end to my 
embarraſſments, it appeared plain to me, 
that my mother wiſhed not to know me, for 
Sophia's ſake ; but at her firſt entering my 
room, and before I ſpoke, her countenance 
had ſufficiently betrayed her, even if her con- 
verſation had been more guarded. 


Had I not been unequivocally recogniſed 
- as her daughter, ſhe would have been eager 
in queſtioning me, have examined every 

| proof, 
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proof, nor have given me the hint that, was 


I to relinquiſh my demands on my own fa- 


mily, I might, unmoleſted, enjoy my lateihuſ- 
band's property. 


All this ſpoke very plain; I could perceive 

myſelf intended as a facrifice to my ſiſter's 
agrandizement; and, that deceit had been 
employed to detach Moſtyn from me; for, 
had I married my mother's. nephew, the 
eſtate had never been litigated « on account 
of my religion. 


I thought a great deal, ſlept a great deal, 
and even aroſe quite refreſhed. My clothes 
were all returned, with many flowery com 
pliments, which I was too much occupied to 
attend to, otherwiſe than by diſcharging my 
bill, which made a very * aue in my 
purſe. b ü n e 


I then prepared to receive my brother- 
in-law, who did not 1 me "4 in ex- 
1 2 


H 2 OY After 
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© \Afeer the firſt compliments: paſſed, he told 
me, that until I ſpoke, it required an atten- 
tive eye to recogniſe me; but, that my voice, 
manner, and expreſſion of countenance, were 
not in the leaſt altered. 


He took notice of Gerald, but not a cor- 
dial one he oſten called him young Con- 
nor, in a jealous kind of way, which I did not 
f as but 7 would not notice. 


; « « Pray,” faid I, „what has 0 
a change in your behaviour to me, for 1 
ſuppoſe you muſt have been at leaſt privy, 
for it could not be otherwiſe, to the anſwers I 
received from my mother??? 


4 No, upon my honor,” faid he, 7 J was 
ot ſo unjuſt as to wiſh, nor ſo abſurd as to 
ſerup ſuch a claim,” 


in «af . 


* 


Ws 


cc Did you not ben * thes I had 
written from * ue again from Briſtol? i 


7 
* 


cc Not 


* 


THE IRISH” HEIRESS. 149 

e Not at the time the letters were received, 
anſwered he; when your packet from France 
arrived, I was not at home; but, on my re- 
turn found your mother and Sophia, what 
they called very nervous, and ſaw that there 
was ſome profound ſecret between them, 
there were ſo many cloſetings, and ſome hints 
of going to London to conſult counſel. 


I held my peace, not wiſhing to be inthe 
plot, whatever it might be, and indeed -not 
feeling that tender intereſt in the concern that 
I might have done with a wife of my choice. 
J fancy the idea that poſſeſſed them both at 
the time, was, that moſt likely you would not 
be able to return to England, and that your 
attempting it might yet occaſion your death ; 
ſo that it would be beſt to keep the ſecret. 
But father O'Callaghan wrote to me, en- 
cloſing your letter to him, which ſtated your 
ſuffering; and thus tore open the wound which 
| will: never be healed, hy the account of your 
” misforrunes, elated wi;h- foi much ſenſe, fo 
2 i 1 much 


4 
* 2 
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much reſignation, that J felt again for the 
bleſſing 1 had loſt, But I have done on a 
fubje& that makes you frown, Father O 
Callaghan mentioned, that, as you were alive, 
he concluded he had done right in acquaint- 
ing the tenants with the good news, adding 
ſome compliments to my integrity and ho- 
nor, by way, I ſuppoſe, of conſoling and 
comforting me under the loſs of a good eſtate, - 


I directly went with the letter to your mo- 
ther and my wife, congratulating them upon 
| your being alive, and was a little ſurprized, 
that their exclamations were not joyful. 
Firſt father O'Callaghan was pretty well 
abuſed, and many intimations of his evil de- 
ſigns upon the - Proteſtant religion and ſuc- 


ceſſion were thrown out. Next your being 


alive was deplored, as your ideotiſm-was to 
leave you a prey to father O'Callaghan and 
others giving us ſome trouble. I faid, that 1 
thought our trouble would be leſſened, by 
giving up your eltate; 5 but Mere” I was called i 
to order.“ 
« Give. 


= OY 


THE IRISH HEIRESS./ 151 
Give up the eſtate? — No, no, Mr. 
Moſtyn, not to a Papiſt; the law will give 
it to us, luckily for the poor thing, who will 
be likely to go through the world a great 
deal better with a moderate allowance, which 
out of decency the Connor's muſt allow her.“ 


ee ſmiled at the wiſdom of the plan, and 

the notable manner in which you were to be 
provided for; but, not to be a check upon 
any of their actions, would not tell, what, it 
ſeems, your mother's knowledge of the law 

bad left her uninformed of; that the act 
| which they think to benefit by: has been 
ene within theſe few years,” {4 


3; Lat Moſtyn here. 


«Is it fo ded? Hine was It poſlible * 
my mother not to be better informed?“ 


ty « Oh! very poſſible, ſaid he, « you know 
that ſhe boaſts very much of her acquaintance 
x HA with 


: 

: 

: 
: 
: 
: 
[ 
: 
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Vith the Triſh character, in every particular; 
but how has the acquired it? For, in Ireland, 
ſhe diſdained to mix in their ſocieties; and even 
of the face of the country never ſaw more, 

chan what an airing of about three miles ex- 
tent would preſent to her; ſhe oſten deſcribes 
even that as the picture of a whole country, 
which exhibits ſuch a variety of ſcenery : ſhe 


is in a rage when any one affirms that there are 


Counties in which the Catholics are the feweſt 
in number; for as ſhe has made her imme- 


diate dependents to repreſent the whole peo- 


and Jacobites: As to our matter, ſhe cer- 
tainly remembers. the affair of Maugbera- 
-bawne, and having neither converſed nor 
read on the ſubje&, did not know of the for- 


tunate change.“ 
| But now to my narrative. In the ſitu- 
ation you were in when you wrote, I did 
not ſuppoſe it likely that any letters from 
En gland weuld reach you; therefore I did 
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not write, but anxiouſly expected your ar- 
rival, and was ſurpriſed at the length of time 
os that elapſed without hearing about you; for 
your arrival at Briſtol was Kept cloſely from 
me; but, yeſterday recollecting that I had 
N ſome buſineſs here with a merchant, I was 
8 ſurprifed to meet your mother's chariot going 
at an uncommon rate; ſhe was in it, and 
ſtopped the driver, upon ſeeing me, to re- 
queſt that I would enter it for a few minutes, 


as ſhe wiſhed to inform me of nn. 1 
; Arrange,” | 


C Tron my obeying her commands, the 
told me, that poor Auguſta was not the 
perſon who took upon her the name and 


claims, but a wicked impoſter, whom ſhe had 
juſt detected.” 


1 Piry my feelings, Moftyn,” ſhe conti- 
nued; © only conceive me, flying, with all 
the tenderneſs of a parent, to embrace my 
:long loſt. child; and to find it not her, but 
= + ſome 
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ſome creature that has been long enough 
about her, to be able to give a HR ac- 
count of all her tranſactions.” no Aube! 


ce Thave left her haſtily,” added hs Ou 
I may ſpare Sophia as much of the ſhock as 
I can, by breaking it tenderly to her.“ 


« ] found that your mother had been con- 
ſulting lawyers ; and, I ſuppoſe, finding ber 
law repealed, was coming here to offer you 
| ſome terms of compromiſe ; but, finding you 
ſo altered in your looks, was ſeized with the 


bright ought of denying any ” 


« ] came, in conſequence, to aſſure you, 
that I will only act as your agent, until you 
can fix upon another; and I will likewiſe ac- 


count for thoſe ſums I have expended, which, 


indeed, is all I can collect together on the 
emergency of the moment; for my wife is fond 
of 2 * we have been urging my 

Kiher 
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father for more ſupplies theſe laſt ſix months. 
I ſhall not be ſorry in having an excuſe for 
leading a quiet life; it is what ſuits my diſpo- 
ſition, and we mult retrench wonderfully, in 
order to pay you back the whole money we 
have really ſquandered: your plate is fold, — 
your houſe let, and your family jewels ſent to 
London, to be new ſet, againſt your mother's 

appearance at court next winter.“ 


yd laughed at the liſt of grievances Mr. 
Motyn concluded with, 


« The . diſpoſition I ſhall alter,” 
ſaid I, © will be the houſe; that I muſt have 
to reſide in: the plate you are heartily wel. 
come to—the jewels I ſhould be aſhamed to 
deprive my mother of—the ſums of money 
I preſent to my ſiſter, and ſhould likewiſe 
be truly happy in being allowed add a little 
to her pin money, as long as your father 

lives, But tell me, couſin, I mean brother, 
"538 s how 
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ho eame you all to be ſo ene dat 
| poo rid | 


«Why the intelligence came Dew Low 
6, who ordered his ſecretary to write to 
my father, that, on account of Mr. Connor's 
having raſhly joined the royal party, on 
che tenth of Auguſt, he was left for dead on 
the ſtaircaſe of the Thuilleries; that nothing 
could be done for him, as he had provoked 
his fate; that you were ina bad ſtate of health, 
grieving at his untimely end; but that, on 
the day previous to his Exellency leaving 
Paris, you called at his Hotel, begging per- 
miſſion to go in his ſuite, with your huſband 
and family, as a means of enſuring his ſafety; 
and mentioned, wn he was ſtill in a oy weak 
fate,” 


Leave was granted; and paſſports ob- 
tained ; but the next day a ſervant of your's 
brought word to the Ambaſſador's Hotel, 
SR 44 40 4 294 lat. 
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rat Mr. Connor was dead, and you were 
engaged in the melancholy office of ſeeing 
the laſt duties paid to him; that you could 
not avail yourſelf of the promiſed honor; that 

you were quite ſecure, and had aſſurances of 
particular Protection from ſome of the lead- 


I ing people in F rance; Wo you were mw to 
nn 1 ; 5 e 


A gentleman who was liberated the 
ſecond of September, from the Maiſon de 
710 force, declared that he ſaw you between 
wo executioners, with your infant at your 
breaſt; he did not ſtay to fee you mur- 
dered, but thought you would not have 
been brought there with any other intention; 
and that, had you been releaſed, you muft 
have been heard of. But you have account- 
ed for all that; and now, have you any more 
_ queſtions to aſk, my generous couſin?” _ 


One more,” ſaid I, & was you deter- 
mined to acknowledge me, whether you were 
convinced 
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convinced or not, of my being Mrs. Connor? 
for 1 N you were rather e 770 


« Cautious enough in all conſcience,” re- 
plied he; I certainly did your mother the 
honor of ſuſpecting her capable of deny- 
ing you, to keep up Sophia's intereſt; 
and her own manner of telling the ſtory 
Increaſed my ſuſpicions; but I was reſolved 
to ſee and hear you; and, if you reflect, the 


light in which I faw you yeſterday was fa- 


vorable, in hiding the effects of thoſe ſpots 
in your face, while it was yet ſufficient to 
ſhew your form and features—then your voice 
—manner—and the circumſtances you an- 
ſwered me upon—would have convinced an 
infid 1” 


. 4605 80 * continued he, 6 « what are your 
go? Will you go mn to take 
Fil Fs Poſſeſſion 
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poſſeſſion of your eſtate; or will you pay 
your ſiſter a viſit, and try to reconcile her 
to live upon a thouſand a year, by deſcribing 
the very little you have lived _ NE laſt 


| OY” 


* Priviegicdy and my duty! to my fan, aid 

| I « forbids my accepting an invitation that 
would be too great a temptation, if coming 
from the proper perſon. Alas! my mother 
and ſiſter have never forgiven my elderſhip; 
to me it has been a ſource of misfortune ; 
but, as I have written to father O' Callaghan 
to come to me, I will wait for him, and de- 
yu: under his peo Beit 


« Oh! Auguſta,” i Moſtyn, * SI 
was a time when I little thought you would 


be driven oy the nen of an old un. 
while 1— ' 


; oft * 
. 4 +» +3 — 8 o 4 . «7 
— 6 


a, 
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cc Huſh, my brother,” ſaid I, «we were 
| once ſuch ſimpletons, 1 confeſs; but you 
thought better of it, ſo did J. 9 


N Let me aal tell you how I was drawn 
1 —” ſaid he. 


ce No, ed Sir, it is needleſs, and a 
ſubject I never wiſh to be informed of; ex- 


cuſe my leaving you for the preſent; I have 


very particular — 


He aroſe, bowed feat, and de- 
. ps. - Wet | 


I determined not to ſee him often, as 1 
ſaw, with ſorrow, that he was relapſing faſt 
into his paſſion for me. I lamented inwardly 
that my mother's clever management, as ſhe 
ſtyled it, had been ſo inefficacious towards pro- 
moting the happineſs of the parties ſhe was 
ſo much intereſted for; while my father, 
: uſing 


i 
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uſing t no arts but parental love, and pure up- 
right admonition, had ſecured me a moſt 
bliſsful lot, if ſome very unexpected misfor- 


tunes had not torn it from me, at che mo- 
5 ment I began to feel it. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


THE next day brought Father O' 

1 Callaghan, He was uſhered into the 

room by my landlord, who now waited upon 
me with great attention. I obſerved, that 
he was a little confuſed at the manner in 
which I accoſted him, miſtaking me for ſome 
other perſon : but I foon found means to aſ- 
ſure: him of my identity; and he, in return, 
told me, that my late huſband's mother long- 
ed to embrace me, and conſole me for the 
unkindneſo of my own; and would have come 
| 0 
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to England, to anticipate that pleaſure, had 
her infirmities allowed. 


I was very glad that my fears from that 
quarter proved vain, and arranged every 
thing for my departure the next day; leaving 
a letter for Moſtyn, bidding him adieu, and 
thanking him for the juſt part he had ated 
towards me, aſſuring him of my aſſiſtance 
in ſettling his affairs, at any time it would be | 
needful, as my duty to my ſiſter required. . 
thought it proper to put that in, for ſuch 


reaſons as the generous and the delicate will 
feel. 


Many emotions agitated me at landing in 
my native country, which appeared the ha- 
ven of reſt to my wearied mind. What had 1 
not ſuffered ſince I had left it! how ardently 
had I prayed of my poor Connor to return 
with me to it! but his fate prevented him. 
How ſoothing to my ears were the accents 
of my country people ! the air too, howthat 
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revived me! But then I refle ted 1 fhould 
go to Cromlah, and find it deſolate; no kind 


father to embrace me, or to accept of the 
little attentions I uſed to delight in beſtow- 


_— 


Theſe ideas determined me to go to Roſ- 
nihallagh, where. dwelt my wealthy mother- 
in-law; and, as my ſtrength of body and mind 
ſhould return, accuſtom myſelf by = to 
yy en home. . 


T 0 Roſaitallagh then 1 bent my ee 
204 was received with as much affection as 
if J had really been a daughter; but the dear 
old lady ſaid, I was the ſame being, the mo- 
ther of her grandſon; who was now, indeed, 
treated as the ſon of ſomebody, and was for- 
Owe e to WE it himſelf, 


4; was bbliged to go through my whole 


5 Liſtorys- as Connor had never patience ſuffi- | 


cient to be very explicit in his letters, but 
always 
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always referred it to the next writing; ſo 
that I was compelled. to go back to our firſt 


acquaintance, in order to > elucidate his _ : 
manuſcripts. 


When I related his tragic end, I was afraid 
it would have tkrown the good lady into fits; 
but ſhe recovered ſooner than I did, and 
exhorted me to fortitude and reſignation by 
ſuch ſenſible and religious arguments, as 
made me think ſhe muſt be a good Catholic; 
but, alas! ſhe is not one: however there are 
ſome very good people, in all other reſpects, 
among the Proteſtants ; and father O'Calla- 

ghan is ſo juſt as to allow it. 


After I had taken a day's repoſe, I ſent 
for my father's ſteward and head farmer, who 
were all rejoiced to ſee me; and complained 
that my ſiſter had ordered their rents to be 
doubled; they had offered a ſmall rife, but 
that was not hn of, and Wy were jour 
paring to quit, 
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I told them, that my deſigns were to make 
them happy ; that I was convinced a mode- 
rate riſe was reaſonable, but it ſhould not take 
place the firſt quarter ; and likewiſe, that the 
additional rent ſhould form a fund for reliev- 
ing the peaſantry of the lower claſs, by raiſing 
the price of labour, and aiding. them with 
money when ſick. 


They repreſented, that if I raiſed their 
rent, and the wages of the labourer at the 
ſame time, it would ruin them; but I aſſured 


them of my taking every precaution 9 
that, and diſmiſſed them. 


1 Weite to Moſtyn for the title deeds of 
my eſtate, ſending my ſteward over to re- 
ceive them; which he did, and brought me 
a letter from my mother: this I ſhall give 
to the reader, fearing to truſt myſelt to re- 
: mark on it, 


MRS 
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\ 


MRS, CONNOR. 


DEAR DAUGHTER, 


c 


(c 


cc 
y<- 


cc 


« 


0 


cc 
(c 
1 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


« Upon putting every thing together, I 
think I may venture to ſay that you are 


my child; but you muſt be ſenſible, that 
the change in your looks is fo great as 


require me to take time to conſider be- 
fore I could decide: you are, nevertheleſs, 
improved in your manner, and, I aſſure 


you, that Sophia will be happy to receive 


you at her houſe, when your mourning 
is over. You muſt be ſenſible that ſhe 
has ated by you with uncommon gene - 
roſity, in giving up fo readily what would 
at leaſt have cauſed a tedious conteſt ; but 


the ſweet creature ſays, that ſhe hopes 


now all animoſities will be at an end, and 
eee ee that 
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ce that you will live bke ſiſters, and aſſiſt 


cc 


cc 
c 
ce 
ct 


cc 


La) 


«c 
cc 
cc 


4 


* 


6 each other.” 


«] 6 a can have no objection 5 
to raiſing ten thouſand pounds, in addi- 
tion to the ſmall fortune ſhe has received; 
and, I think, as your mother, I am enti- 
tled to as much ; bur ſhall be content with 
receiving ſix hundred a year until 1 can 


c conveniently raiſe ſuch a ſum.” 


ne By your readineſ in complying wi f 4 
theſe demands, which we might have en- 
forced by keeping the eſtate a little, you 


will prove how fincere your former pro- 
feſſions were, and whether you merit the 


love of 


« Your affectionate mother, 


« AUGUSTA O'FLAHERTY,” 


Mr, 


*. 1 
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"Mr: Moftyn likewiſe wrote, and in ra- 
ther too affectionate a ſtyle, conſidering the 
terms we had been upon. He mentioned 
that my mother and ſiſter were very angry 
at his giving up the writings, and ſo much 
diſtreſſed at the thought of retrenching their 
ſuite, that it actually hurt the health of Sophia, 
who was not a little vain of being the great 
Iriſh Heireſs. I took ſome time to conſider 
(as I did not like to, ſhew my mother's 


letter) of my good confeſſor's advice, and 
and anſwered thus, 


THE HON. MRS. O'FLAHERTY, 


DEAR MOTHER, 


te Your acknowledgment of me, as your 
*© child, was to me a moſt deſirable event. 
VOL, 111, I « 


cc 


cc 


* "WC 


cc 
cc 


* . 


1 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
3 
«c 
" cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
. 


cc 
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I hope to be no longer eſtranged from your 
affections, to which end, as you have pro- 


poſed a teſt, I will endeavour to meet it, 
as far as prudence and my duty to my fa- 
mily will allow; for I never will forget 


the intereſt of my child, nor the good of 


my tenants, which require that I ſhould 
not diſtreſs myſelf in money matters; nor 
will Jon any account alienate the ſmalleſt 
part of my eſtate, but ſhall live upon it 
as the daughter of Mr. O' Flaherty, and 
the widow of Mr. Connor, with a proper 


dignity, ſupported by a juſt and moderate 


expence, proportioned to the income they : 
have left me.“ ; 


My ſiſter received two thouſand pounds 
on her marriage, and five more ſince my 
father's death; ſhe will at your's have 
fourteen thouſand more. 1 will, until that 
period, or the death of Lord Moſtyn, pay 
her three hundred a year; and ſhall beg 

8 «your 
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& your acceptance of as much during your 
« widowhood ; more than chat will not, I 

* perceive be in my Power.“ 


« ] requeſt, my dear Madam, that you 
will make my ſmall donation acceptable 
to Sophia; and that you will always, when 


convenient, make yourſelt : a home 1n the 
© houſe of 


ce 
cc 
N 


« Your dutiful and affectionate, 


cc AUGUSTA. CONNOR,” 


1's | Perhaps 
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Perhaps the reader will have the ſame ſen- 
timents of my letter that my mother had, 
who, I have ſince found, flew into a paſſion 
at my mean ſtingineſs, as ſhe termed it, in 
refuſing to raiſe ten thouſand pounds for poor 
Sophia; and my unnatural conduct in limit- 
ing her ſhabby three hundred to her widow- 
hood, was ſo flagrant, that I wonder ſhe 
would accept of it; however, a little was bet- 
ter than nothing, and deeds were drawn and 
ſigned to the intent I have mentioned. 


I then raiſed two thouſand pounds to 
tranſmit to France, through Mr. Foſter to 
M. Erpigny, and a little more to repay my 
other debts in that Nation. 


1 warned my tenant from Cromlah; and 
during the time I was obliged to wait be- 
fore I took poſſeſſion, went from farm to 
farm with my ſteward, raiſed the old rents 
a little, built a ſchool for children, ſettled a 
falary-upon a worthy man of my own per- 

ſuaſion, 
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Falten, as an aſſiſtant to father O' Callaghan, 
(who I made my chaplain) to inſtruct the 
poor in morals as well as in religion, without 
obliging them to pay a ſtipend the poor 
creatures could ill afford, and yet the prieſt 
could not do without; for prieſts are very 
like men, they require nouriſhment and 
cloaching. 


I likewiſe raiſed wages on my eſtate in 
ſuch a proportion, as that the poor might 
by induſtry be comfortable, as I found work 
ſuited to all ages; the ſick and infirm ] help- 
ed to provide for, and the appearance of 
| Noth met my marked diſpleaſure, 


At laſt I got ſettled. I have now been two 
years at home, and am convinced, that if 
other landholders would as zealouſly do their 
duty, there would ſoon be an end of thoſe 
violent ſtruggles between the rich and poor, 
which at this time deſolate the kingdom. 
The Irith are docile to kind uſage, and I-18: - 
I 3 a 
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a pity they ſhould receive inſtruction only 
from thoſe who have evil deſigns. I can 
truly affirm, that my tenants are all good ſub- 
jects, and regular in paying tythes; and I am 
1o convinced of their fidelity, that I think 
myſclf no where ſo ſafe as when in my coun- 
try houſe ſurrounded by them.. How can 
thoſe landlords, who ſpend the produce of 
theſe poor people's labour in a foreign land, 
expect attachment from thoſe who only know 
them by their exaCtions ? | 


CHAP, 


V 
8 
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CHAP. XIV. 


NWO years is a long time not to be 
marked by any viciflitude. A life 

that had been ſo long embroiled with diffi- 
culties, ſeemed to expect its hours not to be 
entirely unchequered; and experience too 
| ſoon evinced that its preſentiment was not 
futile. Ew”, 


Mrs. Connor, the mother of my dear la- 
mented huſband, finding my profeſion of 
the Catholic religion too conſcientiouſly 

1 ſteady 
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ſteady to be ſhaken; and that my heart felt 
a pride and a comfort inexpreſſible in the 
diſcharge of pious duties, after the ceremonies 
of the moſt ancient and venerable church, 
applied to the Chancellor of Ireland to no- 
minate heretic guardians for my dear lovely 
Gerald: there were perſecuting laws that 
would tear him from me at the age of ſeven, 


that would force me to give up my infant 


FA 
1011. 


Gracious Heaven! What controul ſhould 
another have over the darling of my heart? 
What policy is there in diſtilling oppoſite 
principles between mother and child? — 
Deteſted policy! Oh! how many anxious 
moments will it coſt me to inſtill rhe princi- 

| ples of the true religion into his mind! to 
weave it with his exiſtence !—lt ſhall be the 
charge of my fondeſt love never to give up 
the tenets 1 implant. 


In 2. firſt tumults of rage I warned every : 
Proteſtant tenant from my eſtate ; I accuſed 
them 


o 
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them, innocent as they were, of ty ranous 
laws; I puniſhed them for the unjuſt, wan- 
ton, and barbarous acts of timorous legiſ- © 
lation, | 


My mother married privately the very 
firſt winter after my return, as ſoon as her 
Jewels were ſet: It was to be kept private 
trom me, in order that I might ſtill pay her 
the three hundred a year; but her huſband, 
a wild young man, exerted his authority in 
ſuch a manner as made it impoſſible to 1 
the ſecret. 


My Iriſh acquaintance ſoon Beard from 
their Bath connexions, how Mr. James had 
ſold his wife's (my mother's) chariot, and ſet 
up a molt daſhing phæton. Soon after, her 
Jewels went to pay a gambling debt; her life 
annuity was ſold to purſue the fame glorious 
career; in ſhort, ſo great was his extravagance, 
that Sophia, who quarreled from the firſt at 
my mother's engagement with him, no] 

. actually 
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actually refuſed to go near her; and when tlie 
afflicted woman wiſhed to be conſoled by the 
child ſhe had loved ſo well, denied her urgent 
requeſt to ſee her. 8 


In her anguiſh of heart ſhe wrote to me, 
(who had refuſed to pay the laſt half yearly 
remittance to her huſband's order) and re- 
proached me for all her ſorrows; as if I had 
inſtigated her to marry—my ſtep- father to 
extravagance—or Sophia to want of affection, 


My anſwer was as reſpectful, and more 
affectionate than ever. TI obſerved, that 
though it was my duty to affiſt my father's 
' widow, even if ſhe was not my mother; yet 
no duty obliged my ſupporting the extra- 
vagance of a heedleſs young rake, who had 
only come into the family to make a property 
of whatever he could lay his unhallowed 
claws on. 


As a proof, I mentioned his being only 
married one year, and having 1n that ſpace 


of 
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of time run out, or purloined for his own 
uſe, the large ſums he had raiſed upon her 
valuables and her income, 


I concluded, by affuring her, that when his 
career was ſettled, as it muſt be ſoon ſome 
way or other, I would then prove to her that 
I wanted not to apreciate any ſums to my 
own expences that ſhould be neceſſary for 
her, and was, her affectionate child, &c. 


I was afraid my endeavours to act for good 
would be taken ill, but not ſo; my poor mo- 
ther was no longer the woman of conſequence 
and ſplendor, who boaſted of ſacrificing her- 
{elf to the enriching her family, by grubbing 

in Ireland all the beſt part of her youth, and 
uling every exertion to bring her huſband's 
eſtate into the aid of the Moſtyn receipts. 
All this was forgotten: nay, Lord Moſtyn 
told her, that, on the contrary, her tricks and 
deceits had prevented that defirable circum- 
Rance from taking Place; as, if ſhe had al- 


lowed 
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lowed matters to have gone on in the direct 
path, his eldeſt ſon had ere now been wedded 
to her eldeſt daughter; and that now he had 
got an expenſive wife inſtead, and who muſt 
wait for. half her fortune until ſhe pleaſed to 
die: he then reproached her for marrying 
Mr. James, in rather ungenerous terms, 


Sophia was preſent, and when my mother 
expected her to fly at the Viſcount and up- 
braid him, as ſhe uſed me, with barbarity to 


her dear Mamma, ſhe rather ſeemed to e 


of his way of thinking. 


In ſhort, my mother, with ſorow and mor- 
tification, fell really ill, and had no friend to 
condole with. Gratitude, independent of na- 
tural affection, ought to have extorted a little 
tenderneſs from thoſe to whom ſhe had al- 
ways been devoted. 8 


Her huſband was, in a few months, more ſo : 
much involved, as to be glad to accept of an 
8 Enſigncy 
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Enſigney in a regiment going to the Weſt 

Indies. He applied to me for aſſiſtance, and 
I. being determined not to give to him what 
ſhould Apo my mother, Tefuked to do any 
thing but preſent fifty 2 for his equip- 

_—_— 


My mother now lives with me; I allow her 
| four hundred per annum; and am only grie ved 
that I cannot prevent her adverting to former 
proſpects ſo much as to loſe all reliſh of the 
preſent; nor will ſhe conſent to mix with the 
gentry of the country, among whom I have 
found many agreeable acquaintances and 
| hearty friends; the offered to ſpend a few 

weeks with my ſiſter, who has eiu de- 
clined her viſit, 


About two months ago] was addreſſed by 
Lord S—, an Engliſhman, with an Iriſh place, 
penſion, and title; my mother ſupported 
his ſuit with with great warmth and authority, 
| belide much reaſoning ; ſhe repreſented. 


that 
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that I was young, rich, and unprotected; that 
all the needy young men were laying; plans 
to ſecure me by force or fraud, and that it 
would be very ſurpriſing if none of them 
ſhould ſucceed in ſuch a lawleſs place as Ire- 
land; beſide, a title, though an Iriſh one, was 
better than none, and would raiſe me upon a 
_ footing with my ſiſter; and concluded, that 
1 might be certain that there was no ſhame 
in a ſecond marriage, as I had ſeen ſhe had 
been prevailed upon. 


My anſwer was, that I had loved my huſ- 

band from a conviction of his worth, in ſuch 

a manner as to preclude me from ever re- 

garding any other man as worthy to ſucceed 
him; all my affections were transferred to his 

child, who I would not wrong, by giving a 

father to, who would moſt probably feel no 

little jealouſy, 


Then in the caſe of our having chil- 
dren, his titled heir would be deficient of 
tal ST 
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the property of my untitled one: why ſub- 
ject myſelf to the controul of one I loved 
not, and who might alter all the plans I had 
hitherto proſpered ſo well in, for the happi- 
neis of my dependents? for the young and 
needy men too I had precautions, beſides 

that of ſettling ſome of my- labourers and 
their families in comfortable "dwellings ad- 
joining to my out-houſes, in order that they 
might aid my ſervants upon any alarm; for 
I had cauſed my lawyer to draw up a deed, 
giving my eſtate to my ſon, in caſe of my 
marriage, and to be no more mine from that 
day, upon paying me the ſum of two hun- 
dred per annum for my life. 


My mother was very angry at this, © So,” 
ſaid ſhe, © you have now put it out of your 

power to accept of any match however ad- 

vantageous?“ 1 TN 


e have put myſelf out of the way of 
being the prey of fortune-hunters, Madam,” 
Tn. ſaid 
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ſaid Te te and thereby taken a ſtep likely to 
inſure my peace of mind, and prevent the 
numberleſs temptations that might have aſ- 
failed me, ſome of which moſt likely would 
have been too great to be reſiſted.” 


My mother ſtill was angry, lamenting her 
caſe as hard, having been the belt of mothers 
to ſee all her children trample their duty 
under their feet. 


1 thought it better to ſuffer even her diſ- 
pleaſure, than accept of Lord S—'s offer. 1 
have ſince compleated the before mentioned 
deed, which has pleaſed Mrs, Connor very 
much, but ſtill ſhe means to take from me 
that child, for whoſe ſake | live, and for whom 
all my cares are engaged; ſte will take him 
from me, if I do not prevent her by ſome 
ſtratagem. 


I have made public the above mentioned 
ſettlement, and am not peſtered near ſo much 
with 
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with lovers. Lord Moſtyn is dangerouſly 


ill, ſhould he die, I mean to pay my mother 


{ix hundred per annum, as Sophia will no 


mn want any aſſiſtance. 


So, patient 5 having waded with me 


through ſo much prolixity, I with thee a good 


night, e 


Bleſſed be that man 1 Gs first invented 
The ie called ſleep. 
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